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RONAID Koeman has promised 


The new boss yesterday held his first press con¬ 
ference since taking over and vowed to uphold 
the philosophies of the club. 

Koeman insisted that he would play passing 
football and be prepared to blood plenty of _ 
young talent as he goes about trying to fol¬ 
low-up last season’s eighth placed fin¬ 
ish. 

“I am a manager who likes to see 
my team playing good football. I 
think that’s important,” said 
Koeman. “I like to play attractive. 

It’s one of the philosophies of 
Southampton Football Club and I like to 
bring in young players. 

“We have a great academy in 
Southampton and a lot of young « 
players in the squad at this moment. ^ 

“I had a great experience as a football 
player, I can smell what happens in the 
team and the dressing room and I look forward 
to that.” 

He added: “What they did last season was fan¬ 




tastic. 

“It’s a new season for everybody 
but we’d like to continue what we 
did at Southampton the last few 
years. 

“For this season if we come in sev¬ 
enth, eighth, ninth we keep to the 
philosophy of the club and that 
brings the success and we are 
working very hard for that.” 

The Saints boss has had a 
baptism of fire since taking 
over with three key players 
from last season sold in the shape 
of Rickie Lambert, Luke Shaw and 
Adam Lallana while Dejan Lovren wants 
away from the club and Dani Osvaldo 
has yet to return after illness. 

However, Koeman is upbeat about 
the future and has spoken to his 
squad to reassure them. 

“They are happy to be players of 
Southampton and I promised them and I 
promise the fans when we start the season we 
have a very good team.” • Turn to page 2. 
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PREMIER LEAGUE INS 
AND OUTS 2014 

Arsenal 

In: Alexis Sanchez (Barcelona) £35m. 

Out: Lukasz Fabianski (Swansea City) Free, 
Bacary Sagna (Manchester City) Free. 

Released: Chuks Aneke, Nicklas Bendtner, 

Chu Young Park. 

Aston Villa 

In: Tom Leggett (Saints) Free, Isaac Nehemie 
(Saints) Free, Philippe Senderos (Valencia) 

Free, Joe Cole (West Ham) Free, Kieran 
Richardson (Fulham) Undisclosed. 

Out: Marc Albrighton (Leicester City) Free, 
Nicklas Helenius (Aalborg) Loan. 

Released: Nathan Delfouneso 

Burnley 

In: Michael Kightly (Stoke) undisclosed, Matt 
Gilks (Blackpool) Free, Steven Reid (WBA) 

Free. 

Out: Junior Stanislas (Bournemouth) Free, 

Chris Baird (WBA) Free. 

Released - David Edgar, Brian Stock, Keith 
Treacy, Nick Liversedge. 

Chelsea 

In: Cesc Fabregas (Barcelona) £27m, Diego 
Costa (Athletico Madrid) £32m,Mario Pasalic 
(Hadjuk Split) Undisclosed. 

Out: Tomas Kalas (Cologne) Loan, Wallace 
(Vitesse Arnhem) Loan, Sam Hutchinson (Sheff 
Wed) Free, Ashley Cole (Roma) Free, Bertrand 
Traore (Vitesse) Loan, Thorgen Hazard 
(Borussia Monchengladbach) Loan. 

Released: Samuel Eto'o, Henrique Hilario, 

Frank Lampard, Mark Schwarzer. 

Crystal Palace 

In: Chris Kettings (Blackpool) Free 
Out: Kagisho Dikgacoi (Cardiff City) Free, Dean 
Moxey (Bolton) Free, Aaron Wilbraham (Bristol 
City) Free, Jonathan Parr (Ipswich) Free, Alex 
Wynter (Pompey) Loan, Kwesi Appiah 
(Cambridge United) Loan. 

Released: Neil Alexander, Marouane 
Chamakh, Daniel Gabbidon. 

Everton 

In: Gareth Barry (Manchester City) Free. 

Out: Released - Mason Springthorpe, 

Apostolos Vellios. 

Hull City 

In: Jake Livermore (Tottenham) £8m, Robert 
Snodgrass (Norwich) undisclosed, Tom Ince 
(Blackpool, tribunal). 

Out: Matty Fryatt (Nottingham Forest) Free, 
Conor Henderson (Crawley) Free, Cameron 
Stewart (Ipswich) Free. 

Released: Joe Dudgeon, Abdoulaye Faye, 

Eldin Jakupovic, Robert Koren. 

Leicester City 

In: Jack Barmby (Manchester United) Free, 
Matthew Upson (Brighton and Hove Albion) 
Free, Ben Hamer (Charlton Athletic) Free, Marc 
Albrighton (Aston Villa) Free. 

Out: George Taft (Burton Albion) Free, Lloyd 
Dyer (Watford) Free, Zac Whitbread (Derby) 
Free), Paul Gallagher (Preston) Loan. 

Released: Marko Futacs. 

Liverpool 

In: Rickie Lambert (Saints) Undisclosed, Adam 
Lallana (Saints) £25mm Emre Can (Bayer 
Leverkusen) £10m. 

Out: Luis Alberto (Malaga, loan), Jakub Sokolik 
(Yeovil) Loan, Luis Suarez (Barcelona) £75m. 
Released - Michael Ngoo, Stephen Sama. 

Manchester City 

In: Bacary Sagna (Arsenal) Free, Fernando 
(Porto) £12m, Willy Caballero (Malaga) £6m. 
Out: Costel Pantilimon (Sunderland) Free, 
Joleon Lescott (WBA) Free, Alex Henshall 
(Ipswich) Free, Gareth Barry (Everton) Free. 
Released: Alex Nimely. 

Manchester United 

In: Ander Herrera (Athletico Bilbao) £29m, Luke 
Shaw (Saints) £27m. 

Out: Federico Macheda (Cardiff City) Free, 

Jack Barmby (Leicester City) Free, Nemanja 
Vidic (Inter Milan) Free, Alex 
Buttner (Dynamo Moscow) £4.4m. 

Released: Rio Ferdinand, Ryan Giggs. 
Continued on facing page 
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RONALD Koeman was finally 
introduced to the waiting 
media on Friday afternoon. 

Almost a month after he was 
appointed as Mauricio 
Pochettino’s successor, the Dutch 
legend held his first press confer¬ 
ence at St Mary’s. 

Here, the Sports Pink brings you 
the questions he was asked, and 
the answers he gave. 
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.Why was this job the right 
one for you? 


Q: 

A .After I finished my job as a 
• coach in Holland for 
Feyenoord I had a talk with my 
agent about my future as a manag¬ 
er and a coach and I had a great 
feeling to look for some opportuni¬ 
ties to be a manager of one of the 
clubs in the Premier League. 

After we had the first contact 
with Southampton and after my 
first meeting with Les Reed my 
feeling about this club was very 
positive and finally I signed a con¬ 
tract because. 

The Premier League is the 
strongest competition in Europe, 
there’s a great ambience in all the 
stadiums, great players, great 
managers and that is a nice target 
for a new manager. 
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, Rickie Lambert was sold. 
_»Were you told then 
Lallana would follow, Shaw 
and possibly Lovren? 


A .The first meeting with Les 
• Reed was open and clear. 
The information was clear about 
the squad, about the players and I 
knew at that moment Rickie 
Lambert, Lallana, Shaw and after 
that we said we are not a selling 
club, we like to keep the rest of the 
good players and even bring new 
players in. 

That is the situation in football - 
look at Suarez to Barcelona. 

There are a lot of movements 
with the players. 

We will continue with the philos¬ 
ophy of Southampton Football 
Club and that means we like to 
bring in young players, to contin¬ 
ue what they did last season and 
still we have that ambition to go 
forward. 


We will ^ 
continue • ' 
with the 
Saints FC" 
philosophy 
of young 
players 


m 
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• What is the latest on 
Lovren? 


A .I don’t know. I spoke to Les 
• Reed and I spoke two times 
to Dejan and he was very clear 



DEJAN LOVREN 


about his situation.I said I am the 
new manager and I’d like to keep 
all the players and Dejan is an 
important player in an important 
position. 

We have to do and Les Reed has 
to do what is the best for the club. 

He has a contract, he has to 
come back this Sunday but I don’t 
know what will happen after this. 

It’s football, there are a lot of 
movements, but first of all we like 
to keep all that information in the 
club and not the press and that 



was not good on his side. 

Q . Surely you don’t want a 
• player like that? 

A .Of course you like to have 
• all the players in the squad 
happy and happy to play for 
Southampton. 

If there is a different opinion we 
will speak about that and the 
final decision is with the board of 
the club. 

When does he have to come 


HAMPSHIRE CRICKET COVERAGE - SEE PAGES 34/35 
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Saints Spotlight 




I FOOTBALL C 


GETTING SHIRTY: Ronald Koeman ahead of his first press confer¬ 
ence as Saints boss yesterday. 
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Jg Dusan Tadic is 
r la great player 
1 | who scores, 
; who makes 
assists ... he’s 
very similar to 
Adam Lallana 


back? 

He has to come back on Sunday. 
Do you have any indication as 
whether he will turn up? 

The latest time I spoke to Dejan 
was four or five days ago. 


vehOo 


back. 


• What did he say then? 


A ,He said it was a difficult sit¬ 
uation and he will have 
another talk to the club and his 
agent but he’s still a player for 
Southampton and he has to come 


The club have made a lot 
• of money so how much is 
there to reinvest? 

A ,I don’t talk about money. 

• We are looking to all the 
positions in the squad and 
we are happy we have 
Tadic as a new player. 

The situation about 
Pelle is we are near 

DUSAN TADIC 


deal? 


to having another 
one in the team. 


,How close is 
the Pelle 


.It’s close 
• but still 
not signed. 
We hope 
maybe 
this 
weekend 
to have 


• Watch Ronald Koeman’s 
press conference at 
dailyecho.co.uk 


VIDEO 

NEWS 


WATCH ONLINE 

dailyecho.co.uk 


him as the second new player of 
Southampton. 


Q .You have signed Dusan 
• Tadic. Do you see him as 
the new Lallana? 


A .Lallana is a great player in 
• his position with some other 
possibilities.Tadic is a great play¬ 
er, who scores, who makes 
assists, I know him very well from 
the competition in Holland and 
he’s very similar in the qualities 
of Lallana and he’s a great player 
for us. 


Q: 


How big a challenge is 
this to rebuild the team? 


A .It’s a big challenge because 
• they did a great season last 
year. 

We are used in Holland to work 
with young players, every season 
to rebuild the team. 

I have a lot of experience in that 
and I am looking forward because 
I am happy with the training, all 
the exercises, and we need more 
time, it’s only two weeks into pre¬ 
season. 

We know in football in the first 
two or three weeks you do not 
have the squad you will have 
finally when the competition is 
starting. 

It’s a normal situation. 


Q 


.What are your qualities 
• as a manager? 


A .I am a manager who likes to 
• see my team playing good 
football. I think that’s important. 

I like to play attractive. 

It’s one of the philosophies of 
Southampton Football Club and I 
like to bring in young players. 

We have a great academy in 
Southampton and a lot of young 
players in the squad at this 
moment. 

I had a great experience as a 
football player, I can smell what 
happens in the team and the 
dressing room and I look forward 
to that. 

After a lot of different clubs I 
have managed it’s a lot of experi¬ 
ence. 

It is my first time in England 
and maybe it will be different but 
I will find my way to do that. 


Continued on page 4 
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PREMIER LEAGUE INS 
AND OUTS 2014 

Continued from facing page 

Newcastle United 

In: Ayoze Perez (Tenerife) Undisclosed, Jack 
Colback (Sunderland) Free, Siem de Jong 
(Ajax) undisclosed. 

Out: Conor Newton (Rotherham United) Free, 
Dan Gosling (Bournemouth), James Tavernier 
(Wigan) undisclosed. 

Released: Shola Ameobi, Michael Richardson. 

Queens Park Rangers 

In: 

Out: Tom Hitchcock (MK Dons) Free. 

SAINTS 

In: Dusan Tadic (FC Twente) £10.9m 
Out: Andy Robinson (Bolton Wanderers) Free, 
Tom Leggett (Aston Villa) Free, Isaac Nehemie 
(Aston Villa) Free, Danny Fox (Nottingham 
Forest) Free, Rickie Lambert (Liverpool) undis¬ 
closed, Lee Barnard (Southend, free), Adam 
Lallana (Liverpool) £25m, Luke Shaw 
(Manchester United) £27m. 

Released: Guly do Prado, Jonathan Forte. 

Stoke City 

In: Phil Bardsley (Sunderland) Free, Steve 
Sidwell (Fulham) Free, Marne Biram Diouf 
(Hannover) Free, Dionatan Teixeira (Banska 
Bystrica) Undisclosed. 

Out: Michael Kightly (Burnley) undisclosed. 
Released: Juan Agudelo, Matthew 
Etherington. 

Sunderland 

In: Jordi Gomez (Wigan Athletic) Free, Billy 
Jones (West Bromwich Albion) Free, Costel 
Pantilimon (Manchester City) Free. 

Out: Billy Knott (Bradford City) Free, Phil 
Bardsley (Stoke City) Free, Craig Gardner 
(West Bromwich Albion) Free, Jack Colback 
(Newcastle United) Free, John Egen 
(Gillingham) Free, Kieren Westwood (Sheffield 
Wed) Free. 

Released: Carlos Cuellar, Andrea Dossena, 
Oscar Ustari, David Vaughan. 

Swansea City 

In: Lukasz Fabianski (Arsenal) Free, Bafetimbi 
Gomis (Lyon) Free, Marvin Emmes 
(Middlesbrough) Free. 

Out: Released - Leroy Lita, Jernade Meade, 
David Ngog, Darnel Situ. 

Tottenham Hotspur 

In: 

Out: Heurelho Gomes (Watford) Free, Jake 
Livermore (Hull) £8m, Gwiom Edwards 
(Crawley) Undisclosed. 

Released: Cameron Lancaster 

West Bromwich Albion 

In: Craig Gardner (Sunderland) Free, Joleon 
Lescott (Man City) Free, Chris Baird (Burnley) 
Free. 

Out: Billy Jones (Sunderland) Free, Liam 
Ridgewell (Portland Timbers) Free, , Steven 
Reid (Burnley) Free, Cameron Gayle 
(Shrewsbury) Free. 

Released: Scott Allan, Nicolas Anelka, Zoltan 
Gera, Diego Lugano. 

West Ham United 

In: Mauro Zarate (Velez Sarsfield) Undisclosed, 
Cheikhou Kouyate (Anderlecht) Undisclosed, 
Aaron Cresswell (Ipswich) Undisclosed, Diego 
Poyet (Charlton) Tribunal. 

Out: Joe Cole (Aston Villa) Free. 

Released: Jack Collison, Callum Driver, 
George McCartney, Jordan Spence. 
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SAINTS fans have been having 
their say on Ronald Koeman’s first 
press conference. Here are a 
selection of views from the Daily 
Echo website dailyecho.co.uk 

Very encouraging and positive 1st 
press conference....optimistic about 
Pelle, strong on Lovren and Osvaldo, 
confident about Morgan, ambitious to 
improve and strengthen the 
squad...100% better than 
MoPo...breath of freesh air....let's 
hope that this will 'shut up' all the 
negative doom and gloom 'valley 
people'... 

Wembley76 

Well i thought he came across bril¬ 
liantly. 

He was open and transparent but 
guarded when it came to matters that 
if revealed could be detrimental to 
the club. I've a very good feeling 
about this... 

sparky130a 

Good first press conference from 
the big man. He handled it well 
despite difficult questions on MS and 
DL and he'll only get more accom¬ 
plished as he settles in. I really hope 
we get off to a good start as I reckon 
if he's given time he'll take us beyond 
where MP got us. 

There's no doubt about it he's a big 



UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 

Dani Osvaldo. 


draw and therefore attacting top 
players as well as getting the team 
playing for him shouldn't be an issue. 

Berkshire Saint 

Enjoyed some of that. He made it 
sound as though there's a chance we 
can keep hold of Morgan. Maybe 
there is still unfinished business here 
for Osvaldo to perform but Rambo 
was quite scathing about him. 
Lovren’s not on his Xmas card list 
either it seems - watch this space. 
Interviews well and won't get flus¬ 
tered by awkward questions. 

jls217 

I've a feeling we're all going to be 
absolutely fine with RoKo & The 
Velvet Revolution. 

St Van Roetford 

All sounds good to me especially if 
Morgan stays, I would offer him an 
improved contract and make him 
captain. 

NC Fan4Life 

Very impressed Mr Koeman, like 
the way you conducting yourself, 
very professional. Very excited with 
the new transfers and looking for¬ 
ward to giving you a massive wel¬ 
come on the first home match 
against West Brom. Great time to be 
a Saints fan, the future is bright, the 
future is Red & White strips. COYS 

Mattyboysaints 





Continued from page 3 


. What are your ambitions here? 


A ,I am impressed after ten days working 
• with the first team about the training 
facilities, about how the boys are doing the 
training sessions, the character and ambi¬ 
tions of the players. 

Everything is organised and is like a real 
family and I like that because I’m an open 
communicator. 

Every person in the club is an important 
person because we need everybody to bring 
Southampton forward. 

That’s a great feeling. 


.Can you take them further than 
they got last season? 


A . We hope so because that’s part of our 
• philosophy. 

What they did last season was fantastic. 

It’s a new season for everybody but we’d 
like to continue what we did at Southampton 
the last few years. 

For this season if we come in seventh, 
eighth, ninth we keep to the philosophy of 
the club and that brings the success and we 
are working very hard for that. 


Q.Can you draw a line after three 
• sales? Is that the message to the 
rest of the squad? 


A .It’s important that the rest of the play- 
• ers have to keep that ambition. 

I spoke to some players, some experienced 
players like Jose Fonte, Steven Davis, 
because they have to keep that ambition in 
the dressing room. 

They are happy to be players of 
Southampton and I promised them and I 
promise the fans when we start the season 
we have a very good team. 


.How many signings do you want 
to make? 


A .We have some positions we need 
• players. 

Everybody knows it and I don’t like to 
talk about individual players but we 
need some to bring competition 
between the players. 


.How keen are you to get 
players in early? 


A .We have a great scouting 
• staff and every day we 
talk about new players and 
we talk about the team 
and about the young 
players and about 
the under-21s. 

There was a 
great opportunity 
for me as a manag- FONTE 


er to bring the lads in and we 
have to have the opportunity 
to see them and make a deci¬ 
sion finally what we need 
and don’t need. 

That is normal, but it’s only 
been ten days. 

I need a little more time to 
make a real decision about 
those players. 

Q.What about the 
• young players here? 


A .There’s a lot of poten¬ 
tial. You don’t need 
three months for that, you 
see that in three or four 
days. 

We have great talents who 
have to show still all their 
qualities but I’m the manager 
and the club is in this philoso¬ 
phy that they look at opportu¬ 
nities to come into the first 
team. 


\ 


Q .How is Jay Rodriguez 
• recovering from his 
injury and when will he be 
back? 


. It’s going well. 


What I saw he is working very 
hard to come back but he’s still in 
the third, fourth, fifth month of 
that and he needs some more time 
to recuperate from the injury he 
had. 

He is working very hard and I am 
impressed how he is doing. 

It’s very tough when the team is starting 
training sessions and you have to go inside 
for fitness. 

You need a strong character and he is 
that but he will come back and 
he will be the best transfer in 
the winter break. 


Q. Is there likely to be a place for 
• Dani Osvaldo after what hap¬ 
pened last season? 


.He has a contract and 
• what happened last 
season I don’t know. It was¬ 
n’t my problem. 

Of course I like to have a 
good, real atmosphere in 
the team but he wasn’t in 
Southampton at the 
time he had to be. 

We heard from the 
agent and the medical 
that he is ill and we 
wait until he comes back. 

k.Have you spoken to 
r *Dani? 


GOT A STOUT FOR US? EMAIL echosport@dailyecho.co.uk 
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MORGAN SCHNEIDERLIN: ‘He will be a Southampton player’. 


A ,No. We go to Belgium this Sunday and 
• he has to come back to train on his own 
because he’s too late and then we will have 
the talk between the club and the player. 


Q 


.How important is it to play local 
friendlies too? 


Q 


.Have you fined Dejan? 


■ h 


A ,I will wait for that. Two times we had 
• contact on the telephone and I wasn’t 
happy the way he brings everything in the 
press because that’s not allowed. It’s not good 
the club, not good for the rest of the players or 
himself.We will speak about that. 

^ . How important are these pre-season 

• It’s important. 

We are used to start on a lower level 
and finish with a big test against 
Leverkusen at home before 
starting the season. 
Friendly matches is 
so important and I 
k forward to that 
and starting on 
Tuesday. 



A .It’s important to keep the feeling with 
• them and it’s nice for the fans to play 
some friendly matches nearby Southampton 
and we make always a step to play against 
better opponents and be ready for the season. 

Q .You have been active on social 
• medal - is it important to engage the 
fans? 

A .Not that active. Not about my personal 
• life or social life, only my career. 

If I do like that, it’s nice for the fans. 

.Are you looking forward to feeling 
• the atmosphere in the stadium? 

.We look forward to that. 

• 

I had a quick feel in the stadium when it was 
empty and I’d like to see the stadium full with 
the fans behind the team and we will do 
everything to make them proud of the football 
club. 

.Is the future of Morgan Schneiderlin 
• a concern? 

.We don’t 
• Schneiderlin. 

I spoke to Morgan last week and he comes 
in two weeks because all the play¬ 
ers in the World Cup get three 
weeks off. He is a player of 
Southampton and he will be 
a player of 

Southampton. 


Non-league 

News 



Only way 
is Essex 
for Glen 


FORMER Eastleigh captain Glen 
Southam has wasted no time in 
finding a new club and signed for 
Conference South side 
Chelmsford City. 

The popular 34-year-old left the 
Spitfires last week, ending a two- 
year spell at the Silverlake 

Stadium, writes PETE 

HOWARD. 

The midfielder tweeted that 
he was “absolutely gutted” to be 
leaving the club he led to the 
Skrill Conference South title last 
season. 

He’s now returned to that 
league to sign for the Essex side. 

Chelmsford manager Mark 
Hawkes said: “Glen is a great 
player. He knows how to win 
games and championships and 
has a vast amount of experience. 

“Glen is a leader and a winner.” 

When Southam left Eastleigh, 
chairman Stewart Donald com¬ 
mented: “I am very close to Glen, 
who has become not just the 
club’s captain but also a good 
friend. 

“He leaves the club with my 
best wishes for the future and 
thanks for everything he has con¬ 
tributed. 

“He has played a huge part in 



GOOD FRIENDS: Stewart 
Donald and Glen Southam. 

our recent success and I will 
always be extremely grateful for 
the way he led by example and 
set the right standards. 

“He gave everything when he 
put on the Eastleigh jersey and 
was determined to deliver the title 
last year for us. 

“I’m glad we managed that 
achievement whilst Glen was at 
the club.” 

Southam was named man-of- 
the-match on the magical after¬ 
noon in mid-April when Eastleigh 
were crowned champions after a 
2-1 win against Basingstoke 
Town. 

Signed from Dover Athletic two 
summers ago by former boss Ian 
Baird, Southam blossomed under 
Baird’s successor Richard Hill 
after being handed the captain’s 
armband. 

He made such an impression 
during the 2012/13 campaign that 
he was awarded both the club’s 
player-of-the-year prizes and was 
named in the Conference South’s 
team-of-the-year. 

Pete Howard’s non league 
round-up starts on page 25. 
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BY DAR EN WHEELER 
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ANOTHER week another set of departures, it 
would appear that this summer’s pre-season 
looks to be the most difficult ever for 
Southampton Football Club. 

With the announcement that Dejan Lovren feels that 
his head is already in Liverpool, the spine of last sea¬ 
son’s team is being unceremoniously ripped out. 

Lovren may feel that his head is in Liverpool but, 
unfortunately for him, his wages are in Southampton 
and, if the quotes are correct, he is being spectacular¬ 
ly disloyal and disrespectful to the football club that 
showed faith in him and brought him over here. 

Again we have another footballer who seems to 
think they are bigger than the club that pays their 
wages. 

If finishing close to a European place isn’t good 
enough for him in his first season in Premier League 
football then maybe this club isn’t right to him, or any 
other football club for that matter... 

It’s ironic that this week sees the fifth anniversary of 
when Markus Liebherr took over the football club. 

It’s at times like this, when rats are deserting the 
“sinking ship” that we need to stop, look around and 
take stock, not just of where we are at the moment, 
but the journey we have taken. 

A relegation haunted League One club on -10 points 
to a club eighth in the Premier league and, at that 
count, boasting three England international players. 

It shows a curve, a learning curve but more impor¬ 
tantly the destination that the club each season has 
set itself. 

The club set itself goals and exceeded those goals 
and if players like Dejan Lovren cannot see where the 
club is heading then it says more about them as 
human beings than it does of us as a football club. 

If you follow social media there is a section of the 
fanbase that believe the club lacks ambition, I 
myself had a heated conversation with a 
Saints supporting friend during a long train 
journey about the perceived lack of ambition 
amongst the board. 

I disagreed. I disagree.... 

Southampton football club had no choice in 
the players they have sold. Rickie Lambert’s 
departure was right for the player and the 
club and who amongst us would deny the man 
the move to his boyhood club? 

The money for Shaw was too good to be 
turned down, it was crazy money and 
could buy us four decent players. 

It was only Lallana’s departure 
that leaves a bad taste in the 
mouth and leaves you feeling the 
club had been backed into a cor¬ 
ner and had no choice but to sell 




a player that wanted out of the club. 

Nothing the board has said or done indicates any¬ 
thing that resembles a lack of ambition. If anything 
the appointment of Koeman shows a surprising abun¬ 
dance of ambition. 

When Katharina Liebherr took over the reins of the 
club, none of us had any expectations. The 
Southampton project was her father’s baby and she 
had no emotional connection to the club. 

However, from what I’ve seen so far, the Liebherr 
family seem to be anything but asset stripping the 
club. 

Koeman’s appointment is far beyond what I was 
hoping for and is a genuine statement of intent. If the 
figure that's being bandied around in the press in 
regards to the summer transfer budget is correct, 
then Saints are about to take a step forward rather 
than backward. 

Southampton FC is a victim of its own success, the 
fact that Liverpool seem intent on buying the entire 
club tells you the club was doing something spectacu¬ 
larly right. 

The fact that the Premier League haven’t lifted a fin¬ 
ger to protect Southampton tells you all you need to 
know about the just how much the powers that be 
really care about the integrity of football. 

Football needs a new ruling that states that a club 
should be forbidden from selling more than three 
players against its wishes. Unless a club either has to, 
or actively wants to, sell players they be under no 
pressure to do sell. 

Dejan Lovren signed a contract. If Lovren “does a 
Lallana” and refuses to play for the club then he 
should be held accountable. 

He is an employee and with that comes the same 
responsibilities as the rest of us. Dejan Lovren is on a 
lucrative contract, he’s hardly on the mini¬ 
mum wage. 

With big wages should also come some sem¬ 
blance of responsibility. The moment any 
fip footballer holds a club to ransom, they 
should be held liable. 

\ It’s not right. And the player should be 
held accountable for it. Hell, if I was 
Liverpool, whilst I’d be interested in one of 
" T the league’s best defenders I’d also be wary of 
a player that could do the very same thing if 
interest came from a bigger fish another 
^ year down the line. 

But then again, there’s always a 
bigger fish, as those Liverpool 
fans crowing about the play¬ 
ers the they took from us, 
have found out with the 
departure of Luis Suarez 
to Barcelona, left. 


i 
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Caine’s 


The Saints legend’s (exclusive) column on all things football 


Arsenal rea 

joinlheUg 


or 




MANY have displayed pleasure that 
Arsenal’s manager Arsene Wenger has 
started to become active in the 
transfer market a lot earlier than in pre¬ 
vious seasons. 

With the transfer window officially over a 
week old the Gunners are making moves to 
prepare for the forthcoming season next 
month. 

To compensate for the loss of experienced 
right back Bacary Sagna to Manchester City 
Wenger is shrewdly decided to sign fellow 
Frenchman Mathieu Debuchy for £11 million 
from Newcastle Utd. 

The ex-Lille player is a good signing, as he 
was one of a few bright sparks in Newcastle’s 
season last year. 

But it is the signing of Alexis Sanchez that 
has caught the imagination of Arsenal fans. 

The Chilean is a player of such poise, cre¬ 
ativity, instinctive finishing and technical 
astuteness that it is no wonder he played 
such as starring role for his country in the 
World Cup. 

In addition, Arsene is looking to add a 
defensive midfielder to the side to bring a bit 
of balance, with Mathieu Flamini their sole 
specialist defensive midfielder. 

Recent weeks have shown Real’s Sami 
Khedira to be top of Wenger’s midfield wish 
list. Whether or not the German will follow 
in his compatriot Mesut Ozil’s footsteps to 
London though remains to be seen. 

With these potential signings it shows 
Wenger’s designs for the club and why he 
signed that three-year contract extension 
keeping him at the club until 2017. 

The Frenchman no doubt believes that 
Arsenal has potential still untapped. 

Now Wenger is looking to build on the foun¬ 
dations made by winning last year’s FA Cup. 
Wenger has always had a long-term plan 
since the dismantlement of the invincibles in 
2004. But two things would curtail Wenger’s 
ambitions, one that was necessary and the 
other that was not. 

The first was their stadium move from 
Highbury to the Emirates. It was a move that 
was needed to expand their potential. 

As a way of trying to produce income in 
October 2004, less than two years before mov¬ 
ing to the Emirates, the Gunners signed a 
shirt and stadium sponsorship deal with 
Emirates until 2021. Arsenal’s eagerness to 
secure sponsorship deals showed: with the 
fifteen-year contract worth just £100 million. 
The seven-year kit deal Arsenal had with 
Nike was only worth £55 million. 

The second problem that stunted Arsenal 
was the rise of the rich owners funding their 


rivals - Roman Abramovich at Chelsea and 
Sheikh Mansour at Manchester City. 

As a result the transfer market became 
inflated and, with Arsenal hamstrung by 
their stadium move, the best players went to 
Chelsea, Manchester City or Manchester 
United. 

To make things worse, Manchester City 
started poaching players that Arsenal had 
spent time making excellent players on the 
highest stage of club football. 

Emmanuel Adebayor, Gael Clichy and 
Samir Nasri all left for Manchester City, 
which caused consternation among Arsenal 
fans. 

But the most galling was Robin Van Persie, 
who left in 2012 to Manchester United after 
yet another trophy-less campaign, despite 


his excellent goal scoring efforts. 

Building up young players with great 
potential only to lose them before they really 
entered their prime meant Wenger had to 
start again each season. 

However, last season Arsenal’s promising 
performances in the league before fading, as 
well as the FA Cup victory served to give 
fans a boost. 

All of that started with the signing of Mesut 
Ozil at the end of the transfer deadline in 
August 2013, which really came out of left 
field but gave a lift to fans that were looking 
for a top marquee signing. 

Fast forward to now and the mood among 
Arsenal fans is much better. 

It’s certainly an improvement on the start 
of last season, when the Emirates faithful 


were in a mutinous mood after losing 3-1 at 
home to Aston Villa. 

With the debt mostly cleared it means 
Arsenal’s chief executive Ivan Gazidis has 
been able to negotiate new sponsorship deals 
to the benefit of the club and help generate 
large sums of revenue. 

Arsenal are finally starting to reap the ben¬ 
efits of the move to the Emirates eight years 
later. 

With new signings on the horizon it does 
seem that Wenger is preparing to make a 
push for the Premier League. 

This will be a plan that won’t be just for this 
season but a concentrated effort to become 
highly successful over three years. Arsenal 
now has the financial capacity to kick on but 
the players and manager need to apply it. 




EXCITING TIMES: Arsenal 
boss Arsene Wenger, inset, 
has made some fascinating 
forays into the transfer 
market, including signing 
Chile’s World Cup star 
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Saints Spotlight 




SAINTS wantaway defender Dejan Lovren stirred 
up the proverbial hornet’s nest when he admitted 
he had set his heart on a move to Liverpool. 

Predictably, his comments provoked a storm of angry replies 
from Saints fans on the Daily Echo’s website dailyecho.co.uk 

Here are just a selection of the many postings. 

Visit dailyecho.co.uk to join in the daily healthy Saints debates. 

Certainly backs up the loudly decried protestations of those of 
us who had the temerity to suggest that “lack of ambition” might 
have had something to do with the current malaise. 

Positively4thStreet 

Getting Koeman in shows we have ambition, this is just excus¬ 
es by Lovren to try and justify why he is not sticking to his con¬ 
tract, good riddance and I look forward to welcoming him and all 
the other players who have turned their backs on us back next 
season....they need to remember that without Saints they would 
be very average players going nowhere. 

Ron The Nod 

Much as I am dismayed by another player wanting to go, I 
can’t help feeling that this is the root cause of our problems i.e. 
“Lack of ambition” 

echol948 

Absolutely correct! 

Lack of ambition +no direction +a pinch of greed = relegation 
2014/15. 

For 5 years we were on a journey under Cortese, now we are a 
waking nightmare. Reed and Executive Chairman should go 
now! 

Bingo from Sholing 

If your head is already at Liverpool Lovren I suggest you get 
your agent to drive up and bring it back because your body still 
belongs to Saints. 

THE12THMAN 

Could someone please tell me what they mean by a lack of 
ambition? Is our ambition not to do well and ultimately win 
something or qualify for Europe. 

Is Pochettino the only one who could have delivered this? 

It’s a load of nonsense and Lovren and the rest of the money 
grabbing mercenaries are lying if they say anything different. 

Get shot and good riddance! 

Sheffieldsaint 

At last, someone from the inside who has spoken up about the 
club’s direction.We all thought it - those who said it were 
thumbs-downed to hell. 

“Lack of ambition.” 

“...things had fallen apart,” 

“....don’t know who the main man is at the club anymore.” 

You can’t blame the players for wanting away and making the 
most of their careers, if the opportunity presents itself for them, 
which it has. Why stay at a club which only wants to go 
nowhere? 

It makes me wonder why Koeman took the job - what did the 
board say to him? What is his mission? What are his goals? 

Jan28thl984 

I agree with the club. Keep him. He isn’t for sale. Not only is it 
an insult to the players still here but an insult to Ronald. 

A name like his doesn’t come here to be an also ran. 

Stick him on the bench until September if needs be then stick 
him in the team. If he doesn’t play to his potential other clubs 
won’t be interested and he will go nowhere. 

These players must learn that contracts should be honoured 
until it’s in the interests of both parties. 

SaintGibbo 

I’m now very concerned about our future in the Premier 
League. I bet big Ron is now wondering what he let himself into. 
The club now has no choice but to slam the door closed. No way 
can we let Lovren dictate to us. If he’s not happy he stays, he’ll 
never play again unless he listens to reason. 

It’s time to get tough or we will be dead and buried. 


m 










> 


FLASHBACK: 
Dejan Lovren 
celebrates his 
winner at Anfield 
last September. 




Fans vent their fury as 
Lovren demands exit 


Freeroamer 

How does he know what the current ambitions are when he 
hasn’t even had the courtesy to speak to the new manager? Hold 
firm Saints. 

LightwaterSaint 

The ‘ambition’ line is just a convenient narrative, created by 
MP, and followed by a bunch of greedy mercenaries. Let them 
go. 

IOAD 

Five years ago we were faced with extinction. There are some 
around with memories of goldfish. 

Those of us with longer memories that thought the ‘Archers 
Whine’, the counterpoint to the ‘Milton Roar’, had died with the 
Dell. Shame its re-emerged, 

If Lovren was attracted, as he says, last year by the Kop’s pas¬ 
sion then it was before Cortese and Poch left. 

It doesn’t hold water to say lack of ambition now is causing 
him to leave. Let him wait. 


Let him settle his personal terms when an acceptable fee and 
fee structure is agreed between Liverpool and Saints. 

That’s all he has a right to expect. 

Dan Howard 

Realists, of which I count myself as being a member of, recog¬ 
nise the dream of top four finishes died when Cortese was forced 
from the club. 

Upwherewebelong 

Despite our epic youth setup, I still believe we need to bring in 
at least five to six quality players in order for us to build on from 
last season. By doing this we will show that we mean business!! 

On a positive note, at least the board are refusing offers, some¬ 
thing which we have failed to do in the past, and only selling 
players if a high price comes in. 

PSK_35 

Funny how no one else has come out and said what’s going on 
behind the scenes, maybe this is his way of forcing his way out 
by making up some ****! No ambition? We’ve appointed a world 
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ON THE BALL: 
Dejan Lovren on 
the ball against 
Manchester City. 


famous manager in Koeman, and he’s not even giving us 

time to show who we are going to buy. 

nuttysaint 

By lack of funding I mean I don’t think we have the rev¬ 
enue to fund a top six place or compete successfully in 
Europe and pay our players like Luke Shaw over £100k a 
week. 

Our star players obviously don’t think so either. 

The 5 year plan ended and had been achieved. No one is 
selling a new plan with ambition to the players because we 
cant back it up with the dosh required to do it. 

Notaclue 

The cat is out of the bag now. Cortese and Pochettino made 
unrealistic promises to the players. 

It would have meant spending loads of money which was 
not Cortese’s to spend. 

Not surprisingly, KL called a stop to it as too much power 
was vested in one person and decided to appoint a proper 
board. At the time KL said that she wanted him to stay but he 
decided to go. Lovren is being very unprofessional in the way 


he is behaving and is showing massive disrespect to the club. 

He should get his head back from Liverpool as the rest of 
him is still in Southampton. 

Does appointing a top class manager who is a class above 
the previous one lack of ambition? I think not. 

Smuggins2 

The silence from the board cannot continue. 

I agree with most that the wantaways should just go (at the 
right price) but the thing that worries me is we undermining 
our ability to attract quality players in by allowing this pro¬ 
tracted farce to continue. 

Let alone what it’s doing to all the loyal fans. This hasn’t 
even been going on for weeks, it’s months. Ridiculous. 

sparkyl30a 

Let Lovren go. The club has ambition, it’s just not the same 
as NC’s. NC and Katharina’s were very far apart in their 
ideas. 

I feel that NC is at the root of all this, selling a vision to play¬ 
ers and fans that just wasn’t approved by Katharina. 

If it was approved it would still be in force today (even with 


NC not here) and maybe even MoPo and players would still 
be on board. 

Having a vision that was obviously not backed up by the 
owner was useless and has proved to be very damaging. 

With the current set up we’re in a much better and more 
realistic position. 

Ambitions and visions are much more in line with what 
can be financially supported. 

Koeman has been sold the correct vision, whatever it is, by 
the current board and he’s not under any illusion. 

He’s the kind of guy we can rely on to get us through this 
no matter who have left because they feel we have no ambi¬ 
tion. 

The stripes 

We need to be patient and give the board and RK the 
chance to deliver on their promises before judging harsh¬ 
ly....frankly I am not sure I have a great deal of faith in a play¬ 
er who speaks so critically of his employer, given he is on a 
contract. 

It is also quite enlightening the way he speaks of MoPo and 
that it was clear as early as April that he was leaving. 

IMO Cortese and MoPo have a lot to answer for, not least 
Cortese in creating such high unrealistic expectations 
amongst naive young men. 

It is not realistic for Saints to be Champions league and 
overturn Man C Man U Chelsea Arsenal or L’pool, at best we 
could hope to match Everton or possibly Spurs.particular¬ 

ly’ given how far we have come in such a short space of time. 

His head is at L’pool ...let him go. At least Morgan appears 
to be listening to RK and waiting to test the ambition of the 
club. 

Wembley 76 

Stunned and disgusted at his total lack of respect for SFC. 
Hope he is offloaded soonest for as much as possible. 

cfrl967 

Just tell the truth. You want to go for a huge pay rise just like 
the other greedy mercenaries. 

The fact is you have no idea of the future direction of the club 
as you haven’t been here. 

The board has consistently said that all received transfer 
fees will be ploughed back in in order to IMPROVE the squad. 

They may or may not achieve that but that is the intention. 

Only time will tell. I sincerely hope that they now decide to 
■ take the tough line. £25milhon up front, no negotiation. If they 
won’t pay then feel free to go on strike. 

With no pay you will be forced to crawl back just like Stan 
Collymore had to do in the past. 

Clever Dick 

What a disrespectful little child, you can’t do or say things 
like this about your employer, he thinks he’s bigger than the 
club by the sounds of it. I agree that we should punish him and 
show who’s the boss. Don’t let the players run the club! 
Lovren sounds like a spoilt child. 

TGodSFC 

If the guy wants to leave, fine, but there are far better pro¬ 
fessional ways than throw toys out pram and stamp feet like 
a petulant little five-year-old. 

Mary80 

He is complaining that we haven’t kept key players, who 
like him had made it clear they wanted to go. 

Now he’s complaining that we are trying to keep him. He 
can’t have it both ways. 

Also, MoPo was planning to go as early as April, so I think 
his lack of commitment to the club has been key in unsettling 
the players as well as wads of cash. 

I hate the fact that players are acting like spoilt children 
and still getting their own way, but we may as well get as 
much as we can and hope our new squad out plays our old 
one when we meet them in August. 

shesaint 
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FAMOUS FACE: World Cup pundit Danny 
Murphy fails to raise a smile. 



FAMOUS FACE: Ex-Da//y Echo reporter 
Keith Malone with ITV pundit Ian Wright. 



POINTING THE WAY ... TO EVENTUAL 

AGONY: Keith with a David Luiz billboard. 



STREET ART: Keith Malone with Brazilian 
poster boy Neymar. 


Wonderful memories, and Luke’s 




THREE GREAT WEEKS IN 


FORMER Southern Daily Echo 
reporter Keith Malone has just 
returned form the trip of a lifetime 
- watching the World Cup in Rrazil. 

This is his amazing story ... 

Three glorious World Cup weeks lived 
up in Brazil. 

That’s one must-do ticked off my 
Bucket List. 

The tournament’s opening match in 
the crush and exuberance of the FIFA 
Fanzone on Copacabana Beach in Rio - 
a thrilling victory for the home nation. 

Dancing and singing in the small 
hours every night with soccer support¬ 
ers from across the globe. 

The mad joy of England fans in Sao 
Paulo’s Corinthians Stadium celebrat¬ 
ing Rooney’s equaliser against 
Uruguay - but let’s forget that Suarez 
moment soon afterwards and the 
crushing despair of those very same 
fans. 

A chance meeting with Luke Shaw in 
the England team hotel - his last inter¬ 
view and photo as a Saints player. 

Sunbathing and wave-surfing every 
day on the fabulous beaches of 
Copacabana and Ipanema. 

And the giddy climb up to Sugar Loaf 
and Christ The Redeemer - to look out 
360 degrees over the majestic panorama 
of Rio, with the Maracana Stadium cen¬ 
tre stage. 

It was all a long, long way from my life 
in Shirley, Southampton - brilliant cov¬ 
erage on TV and in the press back at 
home for sure, but absolutely nothing 


SUCH A NICE BOY! Luke Shaw 
happily poses for a picture. 

like the real thing! 

Yes, this former Daily Echo staff 
reporter packed a lot into his three 
weeks of World Cup heaven in Brazil. 

And tomorrow, the Maracana will be 
centre stage for the eyes of the world as 
several billion people switch on to 
watch the World Cup final between 


Germany 
and Argentina. 

The home fans will still be 
mourning the footballing 
death of their team in the 
semis, but they’ll be cheer¬ 
ing nonetheless as their fan¬ 
tastic tournament reaches 
its climax. 

If I never manage to tick off 
anything else on my Bucket 
List, I’ll pass away a happy 
man. 

There are other highlights 
too numerous to mention - 
so this feature will give you 
just a flavour. 

These days working as a free¬ 
lance broadcaster and film 
maker, I was based in Rio for 
the duration of my three-week 
trip to Brazil - save for a three- 
day hop to Sao Paulo for that 
Uruguay group game that saw 
England eliminated. 

So let’s get that disappointment I. 
out the way and then we can 
quickly return to the good stuff. 

The match was a fantastic occa¬ 
sion, wrong result. 

The England fans were tremen¬ 
dous in defeat - just as they were 
after I’d stood with them in the 
FIFA FanZone on Copacabana to 
see them lose by the same score¬ 
line to Italy. 

A brilliant place to watch foot¬ 
ball on the giant screen, the fan- 
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final interview as a Saints star 



WORLD CUP HEAVEN 


zone 

I refer to is what 
you can see in the far back¬ 
s’ ground on Copacabana 
ISS Beach - through the win- 
feiwg dows of both the BBC and 
'■•kpl ITV studio sets during their 
B 6 World Cup broadcasts. 

i I don’t know what the feel- 
ing was back home, but 
England fans I spoke to 
before both games just 
weren’t expecting their side 
to progress. 

So when they did lose, it 
came as no surprise. 

Of course, there was huge 
disappointment among the 
England fans thronging the 
beaches and the bars - but 
this was shortlived as Rio’s 
World Cup festival swept 
them off again on a tide of 
football joy. 

England fans were deter¬ 
mined not to let their 
failed team spoil their 
party! 

The Costa Rica game was 
a bonus - win, lose or draw, 
they didn’t really care, so 
long as England played 
well. 

That didn’t happen either. 
Meeting Luke Shaw for 
the last time as a Saints 
player is a moment that will 
never fade. 

Such a nice boy - yes, a boy! 


www.SpaceCoastDaily.com - based in 
central Florida around the Kennedy 
Space Centre after which this whole 
coastal area is named. 

Run by my brother Giles Malone, who 
was in Rio working with me, Space 
Coast Daily provides online news and 
sports coverage and has a million 
unique visitors every month, with lots 
of ex-pats among them. 

At the hotel, Luke was on his way up 
to his room after training and I was 
looking for the FA office to confirm my 
accreditation for the England Media 
Centre. 

A quick call of “Luke, hello!” saw the 
brilliant young fullback turn and greet 
me with a big, friendly smile. 

After introducing myself, one of my 
first questions was to ask him if he had 
any messages for the Saints fans back 
home. 

“Fantastic out here,” he told me. “Tell 
them how great it is to be part of the 
England squad. We’re training hard, 
it’s going really well, got a great spirit 
in the camp and can’t wait to get stuck 
into Italy.” 

And he spoke well of the food, the 
sights and of Rio. 

There was none of the hard-bitten, 
media-savvy look of the highly-paid 
Premier League footballer on Luke’s 
face - the sort you see on a Gerrard or a 
Rooney. 

Instead there was the openness and 
sincerity of a young man explaining the 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 12 


THUMBS UP: One of the many 
colourful supporters who flocked 
to Rio to watch the World Cup. 

Luke is 19 today - my two sons are older 
than him and I still call them boys. 

I ran into Luke - literally - at 
England’s beachside hotel The Royal 
Tulip, three days before the Italy game. 

I was in Rio to provide World Cup 
video scene-setters throughout the 
tournament for the US website 



BLUE AND WHITE: Argentina fans. 



FAN-FEST: Soaking up the atmosphere 
on Copacabana Beach. 


Washing away 
taste of defeat 


DESPITE the defeat and elimi¬ 
nation, the England-Uruguay 
game provided one of the best 
days of the trip, writes KEITH 
MALONE. 

Sao Paulo is a huge high-rise 
city - around 20 million people - 
and a major contrast to Rio. It 
was just a 45-minute inter-city 
flight. 

We travelled to the game with 
our friends from the PFA, the 
Professional Footballers 
Association - coming across 
large groups of Uruguayan fans 
as we walked to our ren¬ 
dezvous, The Squat Club, near 
the city centre, which was host¬ 
ing the England members offi¬ 
cial fan club. 

I know PFA chief executive 
Gordon Taylor from my TV 
sports reporting days. Also in 
Gordon’s party were his deputy 
chief executives John Bramhall 
and Bobby Barnes - plus other 
PFA executives. 

It was an hour-long drive in 
our mini-bus through the Sao 
Paulo traffic. We were dropped 
a mile from the Corinthians sta¬ 
dium due to the congestion - 
and had to negotiate numerous 
security checkpoints by display¬ 
ing our tickets. 

Inside with an hour to go to 
kick-off, the noise from rival 
fans was tremendous as they 
occupied opposite ends behind 
each goal. You could feel the 
excitement and anticipation. 

The high sides to the four 
huge stands provide a sheer 
drop down to the pitch. It was a 


giddy view from our seats in the 
top tier. 

The 90 minutes of the match 
passed almost in slow-motion. 
England huffed and puffed and 
seemed to never get out of sec¬ 
ond gear. 

I was right above the penalty 
area where Rooney scored: it 
was a great move. And the 
sheer joy and relief of the 5,000 
or so England fans was amaz¬ 
ing to witness. I was one of 
them who stood and punched 
the air. 

I’d predicted we’d lose to a 
Suarez stunner - and I remem¬ 
ber feeling not so dejected as I 
thought. I wasn’t happy at being 
right, but England have let me 
down so many times over the 
last 20 years that I just wasn’t 
surprised. 

I consoled several teenagers 
in tears around me - assuring 
them that good days would 
return for England in a tourna¬ 
ment in the not-too-distant 
future. Am I right about that, 
though? 

After the game, our PFA 
friends decided a top meal was 
the best remedy to lighten the 
mood. So they treated us to 
dinner at the best steak house 
in Sao Paulo. 

The Columbian squad were 
also there - tucking into some 
of the finest cuts of beef that 
Brazil has to offer while posing 
for photos from admiring diners. 

It’s amazing how the sour 
taste of defeat can be washed 
away by fine wine. 



FAMILIAR FACE: Gordon Taylor, second 
left, with other PFA officials and Keith 
Malone’s brother, Giles, far right. 
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Nuts on 
Brazil 

From page 11 

thrill of being in an exciting 
new country with his team 
mates to represent his country 
and hopefully win the World 
Cup. 

Less said about that last 
ambition the better. 

But Luke - who turns 19 
tomorrow - can now turn his 
attention to the much more 
likely prospect of winning tro¬ 
phies with Manchester United. 

He’s left Saints far behind - 
along with his former club’s 
possible return to a season of 
toil now so many of their star 
players have left or are leaving. 

I wonder for how much longer 
will that innocent look remain 
on Luke Shaw’s face now he’s 
among the Premier League’s 
elite millionaires? 

My impromptu interview and 
photo with him was a mile¬ 
stone: it was his last as a 
Saints player because days 
later his £30m transfer to 
United was confirmed. 

We would have gone on to 
talk longer, but the FA officials 
I was looking for arrived look¬ 
ing peeved and cut short our 
unauthorised chat. 

And so to my impressions of 



INNOCENT LOOK: But 

how long will it stay on 
Luke Shaw’s face? 


Rio. What a city. Happy, fun- 
loving, friendly, welcoming. 

Surrounded by mountains, 
you sit on the beach and mar¬ 
vel at the panorama. 

Not just one beach: 
Copacabana, Ipanema, Leblon, 
Bahia, Sao Conrado, Gavea, 
Flamengo - the list goes on. 

And as you watch groups of 
young men and women show¬ 
ing off their brilliant skills of 
keepy-uppy, you realise why 
Brazil are nearly always World 
Cup favourites. 

When you tire of the beach, 
you can venture out to discover 
Rio’s Tijuca Forest - the largest 
urban forest in the world. 

You can cycle the seven kilo¬ 
metres around Rio’s beautiful 
inland lagoon. 

And you can take the cable 
car to the top of Rio’s Sugar 
Loaf mountain. 

But best of all is the ascent to 
see Christ The Redeemer. 

The views that await you up 
there are simply breathtaking 
and the enormous statue fully 
lives up to its billing as one of 
the wonders of the world. 

Continued on facing page 


Spotlight 

SAINTS’ NEW LOOK 




SAINTS have returned to their tradition¬ 
al stripes for the 2014/15 season, and 
have also unveiled a new all navy blue 
away strip. 

The kits have had a good reception 
from Saints fans, as these postings on 
the Daily Echo website 
dailyecho.co.uk show... 


The price (£50 for adult shirts) a 
bit steep but good to have the stripes 
back 

insane saint 

I guess Cortese moved away from 
them because red is such a popular 
colour in the mass markets of the Far 
East and also sponsors logos don’t 
work well on stripes. 

Seedhouse the unrepen¬ 
tant 


But, Seed, what exactly did 
NC do to promote Saints in 
the far east? 

Do you really think that 
simply wearing a red shirt 
instead of a red white one 
will have east Asians fight¬ 
ing to get into St Mary’s and 
support the Saints? 

The truth is he did noth¬ 
ing, at least not in my 
part of Asia, where we 
are largely unknown to 
most of the population 
in spite of having a 
Japanese player. 

Rising_Son 

Seed is right, we 
should be show¬ 
ing ambition and 
having all red shirts to 
appeal to Asia. I mean ask 
any Cardiff supporter and 
they will tell you it 
worked wonders for them. 
That was sarcasm btw. 
Also could someone 
explain to me why red is so 
appealing to Asians? All of 
the Asian federation 
teams were knocked out in 
the group stages so it must 
be because none of them 
have a red kit. 

Chipmonkl 


It’s okay, I still think our 
best kits were 94/95 kit and 
our 2011 Championship kit. 

TGodSFC 


Brilliant news on our 
fabled red and white 

stripes.cant wait 

to see our new 
away kit but 

wuuiu iuve me yei- 
low, blue, white brazil one from a few years 
back again...COYR 
adams74 


Good news but £50 seems a bit steep and 
even worse if you have a family and want to 
kit them all out in the new shirts. 
saintsfan76 


After allowing the heart and soul to get 
ripped from our club, the board give us back 


Stripes are good but having a 
good team who want to play for us 
is even better...there are lots of 
other premier teams doing good 
business, lets not get left 
behind....Caulker, Richards, Ince, 
Cresswell...all good young english 
players who would do a good job at 
the club...what do QPR, West Ham, 
Hull, etc have that we don’t... 
bathsaints 


Welcome back stripes. 
At least we’ll know 
which team to support 
when we play 
Liverhampton! 
cotswoldsaint 


Red and White stripes 
IS SOUTHAMPTON, 
always was and now, 
hopefully, always will 
be. Made my day - just 
great. Wait till you see 
them run out for the 
first home match and 
just LISTEN!!!! 
SaintBobby 

For me Saints will 
always be red & white 
stripes for the simple rea¬ 
son that when I first start¬ 
ed going to The Dell (early 
70s) that’s what they wore. 

If I had my way that’s the 
shirt we’d be wearing 
today; with no bells and 
whistles. Why limit the 
stripes to the torso? Why 
the red sleeves? 

I’m not sure if it’s 
already been pointed out 
but the new shirt is virtual¬ 
ly identical to the shirt worn 
in relegation year. That said, 
it’s not the kit that brings 
failure, or success. 

As for people saying it 
looks like Stoke and 
Sunderland, why was it okay 
to look like Liverpool, 
Nottingham Forest or Bristol 
City? 

As for the far east, I couldn’t 
give two hoots. 

azzurrol 


I love it.. Always love the 
stripes., a good Saints 
shirt. 

Tirau Dan 


Especially given the glaring impact of the 
sponsor’s name design, the shirt has a 
slightly gaudy, ‘home-made’ look. 

john lad 


STRIPES ARE BACK: Jay Rodriguez, Jose 
Fonte and James Ward-Prowse model Saints’ 
2014/15 home kit. 


our stripes and everyone is over the moon. 

Personally I don’t care too much for what 
the shirt looks like, it’s the quality of those 
who wear it every Saturday that really 
counts. 

costa gaz 


I can reinvigorate 
my old user name at last! Hurrah! And the 
badge is back in all its glory too! All we 
need now is for the away kit to be yellow 
and blue and my season is capped already!! 

Red&WhiteStripes 


MORE SAINTS NEWS ONLINE: WWW.DAILYECH0.C0.VK 
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Spotlight 

FOR A NEW ERA 


What a 
journey 

From facing page 





At night, though, Rio is a little 
dangerous and your wits are 
needed at all times. 

Despite the warnings, I was 
pick-pocketed by a group of 
young women who jostled me 
on the sea front. 

But amazingly, I got my 
money back! 

I chased right after them and 
they handed it over with a 
smile. And beware - some¬ 
times it is hard to tell the girls 
from the boys, specially in Rio’s 
party district of Lapa. 

I wanted to do some secret 
filming on the blatant sex trad¬ 
ing being carried out at a seedy 
market right opposite FIFA’s 
Fanzone on Copacabana. 

I was in Rio to cover news as 
well as football for Space Coast 
Daily and I wanted to flag up 
the Brazilian authorities’ total 
disregard for young women and 
under-age girls being exploited 
by throngs of fans with lots of 
money in their pockets. 

But the light on my Iphone 
was immediately spotted by a 
girl clearly on the look-out for 
reporters like me wanting a 
story - and I was chased away. 

Put off by sky-high hotel 
prices, I’d booked my brother 
and I a double room with pri¬ 
vate bathroom at a back¬ 
packers’ hostel - The Mango 
Tree in Ipanema. 

Great move! 

It was affordable and 
comfortable with ample 
breakfasts and filled with 
soccer fans from many coun¬ 
tries - including many 
Australians, a great bunch. 

The hostel was also right next 
to the Girl From Ipanema Bar, 
where the song writer Vinicius 
wrote the famous song that’s 
said to be the second-most 
covered in the world. 

And yes, I too saw plenty of 
young, tall, tanned lovelies go 
walking by. 

Everywhere you went in Rio 
was dominated by the World 
Cup, with street art reflecting 
the host nation’s dream of win¬ 
ning. 

In the cultural district of St 
Therese, where Cat Stevens 
lived when he moved to Rio, I 
came across the best examples 
of World Cup graffiti featuring 
Brazil’s pin-up Neymar. 

But now the Brazilian people’s 
dream of lifting the trophy at 
the Stadio Maracana night is 
over. 

I’m glad I’m not still out in Rio 
because the whole nation’s 
sadness at that shocking 7-1 
defeat to Germany would have 
affected me. 

Instead, I’ll be watching on TV 
- not really caring who wins. 

I’ll be honest, after England 
were knocked out, I wanted 
Brazil to be the new world 
champions. 

For their passion, for their 
spirit and for the wonderful way 
they play the game, they 
deserve to be back at the sum¬ 
mit of world football as quickly 
as they can get there. 

And yes, I will one day return 
to Rio to soak up this wonderful 
city once again. 

And to relive my three weeks 
of World Cup heaven. 


Personally I’d rather have 
the red shirts and ambition!! 
This shirt just screams 
Rupert Lowe at me!!! 

Northam Block 40 


The majority of fans have 
welcomed back the stripes. 

If the board have listened to 
those fans’ opinions and 
returned to the stripes on 
that basis then that is very 
democratic, which must 
surely be a good thing? 

Alternatively, if the board 
chose to return to stripes 
purely because they 
wanted to, then it 
shows they are in 
tune with the 
majority of the fans, 
which must surely be 
a good thing? 

So, a win/win situation, but 
despite this, it seems that 
some people on here want to 
find a negative just so that 
they can criticise our club. 

That may be fair enough, 
everyone is entitled to their 
opinion, but becoming total¬ 
ly pessimistic about every¬ 
thing just because things are 
becoming a little bit difficult 
with a small minority of 
players does seem to be tak¬ 
ing things a bit too far. 

jezza 


The kit looks fab on the 
players with their six packs. 
No matter what company 
makes the shirts, they never 
look good on men with their 
five bellies or women 
squeezed into size 12 when 
they are really a 16. But at 
least we have our identity 
back and hopefully whatever 
shape the fans are they will 
wear the shirts with pride as 
they support the Saints! 

ellady 

Expecting Liverpool to 
announce they are changing 
to red and white stripes,they 
want everything we have ... 

localnews 

Back to stripes 

Back to reality 

Back to stripes 

Back to the here and now. 

Changed the lyrics to suit 
me, don’t care what anyone 
else thinks. 

I am glad to have my 
stripes back. 

Support the Saints. 

dadofmy3sons 

Perfect. 

george chivers 

Nice to be back in red and 
white stripes but £50 is a rip 
off. I won’t be buying one. 

The saints 74 

Stripes? Happy they’re 
back. Sponsor’s name? Glad 
it’s not a multi-national. 


END TO ALL THIS: The predominantly red shirts worn by Saints pair Rickie Lambert (2012/13, left) 
and Adam Lallana (2013/14) in the last two Premier League seasons. 


However, on both issues, I 
don’t really care one way or 
the other, The badge on the 
front was, is and always will 
be more important to me. 

Strasbourg-Saint 

I like the new kit - it’s pret¬ 
ty much what I hope we 
would come up with. It’s a 
huge improvement on the 
last two seasons’ efforts, so a 
big thumbs up from me to 
whoever designed it. 

TPFKARTSNINZ 

I look forward to seeing 
stripes when I next go to 
town on the next home game, 
or seeing swarms of these 
when we continue our inva¬ 
sions away. A proper striped 
Saints shirt that stirs the red 
and white bloodcells. 

Only sticking point, the 
price, somebody seems to 
have made the decision that 
things lose credibility if you 
maintain or reduce the price 
for a product, so put it up! 


This sends out the wrong 
messages. 

lowe esteem 

And as for the away kit ... 

I really like it. Will be mak¬ 
ing a purchase fo sure! 

AdamGlO 

Groovy...better than 

stripes which make us look 
clumsy. 

warrens 76 

What, stripes makes us 
look clumsy. So our tradition 
is clumsy then. 

redwhitearmy 

Love the new away kit - 
both kits look really classy. 

saintforever 

I just HATE Navy. It will 
not bring us any luck. If I 
was given this, I would put it 
in the bottom drawer. Awful. 

So, here we go, bring back 
the super yellow, looks very 


classy. Navy on a dark day, 
looks as black as night! 

Red/White Army, hooray 
for the sensible true Saints 
like us! COYR!!! 

SaintBobby 

Have to have the home 
shirt...but really like the 
away shirt too. This could 
get expensive. 

Baddesley Bill 

Lovely kit.... if it was £35 
it would fly off the 
shelves.... 

steekeemcglue 

Two nice kits this season 
then, well done to all who 
were involved at sms! 

el caballo santoslOl 


AWAY THE LAD: 

Nathaniel Clyne in 
Saints’ away strip. 


MORE SAINTS NEWS ONLINE: WWW.DAn.YECH0.C0.1IK 
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V Coliseum 


COACHES 



Great days out! 


JUL 27 Brighton 


29 Poole 


31 London Museums (Coach Fare Only) 


AUG 09 Seaton & Sid mouth 


10 Bruges via Eurotunnel 


14 Weymouth 


16 Eastbourne Air Show (Free Air Show) 


17 Weston-super-Mare 


19 Ashdown Forest Tour 


20 Swindon Shopping Outlet 


22 Bath 


27 Dorchester & Lyme Regis 


28 London 


29 Buckingham Palace 


30 Bournemouth (During Bournemouth Air Show) 


31 All Day Mystery Tour 


31 The Historic Dockyard, Chatham 


SEP 03 National Memorial Arboretum 




w 6Se P > 
r Calais 
via 

t Eurotunnel 

L £28 J 


Call or book online now 

023 8047 2377 

www.coliseumcoaches.co.uk 

*AII excursions subject to availability 



Maggie Sottero Designer Event 
Saturday 26th July 

10% Discount on the day! 

Email: enquiries@weddedblissbridalstudio.com or 
Tel: 023 8084 2555 m 


Extra - Wide Fitting 
Footwear Specialist 

te'Sefc! SUAV6 

Van Dal 





STEPHAN SHOES 

Sandpiper fitting centre 
184 Portswood RD. Southampton S017 2NJ 

Tel: 02380 554437 


Sale now on.... Sale now on.... Sale now on 




TrarfiftW tmdj 
. Bui dvrs y 


facebook 


GMZING 


A Full 

DOUBLE GLAZING Service 


Home Choose Carpets 

I 


Over 20 Years Experience 
100's of Carpet & Vinyl Samples to choose from, 
In the comfort of your own Home 

• FREE FITTING • FREE ESTIMATES 
• FREE DELIVERY 

* FREE UPLIFT & DISPOSAL OF OLD CARPETS 

We move your Furniture FREE of charge 

Please Ring 02380 803100 
Freephone 0800 0387722 

for immediate attention 


OWTON’S 


Barbecue 
Busters are 
Back at 
Chalcroft 
Farm 


Burnetts Lane, West End, 
Southampton. SO30 2HU. 

www.owtons.com 

shop@ owtons.com 


^ #owtonsbutcher 


BBQ Pack one 

• 2kg Spicy chicken wings 

• 1.36kg chicken drumsticks & thighs 

• 1.5kg Chinese pork ribs 

• 2.2kg pork sausages 
FREE 24 x 4oz steak burgers! 

Only £29.99 
BBQ Pack two 

• 1kg Sirloin steaks 

• 1.36 chickens drumsticks & Thighs 

• 1.5kg Chinese pork ribs 

• 2.2kg pork sausages 
FREE 24 x 4oz steak burgers! 

Only £39.99 
BBQ Pack Three 

• 2.2kg pork sausages 

• 1kg sirloin steaks 

• 1.5kg Chinese pork ribs 

• 2kg chicken drumsticks & Thighs 

• 1 kg Minted lamb chops 

• 2kg spicy chicken wings 
FREE 48 x 4oz steaks burgers 

Amazing value at £59.99 

ORDER NOW! 

Tel: 023 8060 1154 


FROM ONE WINDOW TO A FULL HOUSE 


a Free estimates 
a No obligation 
a Competitive rates 
d Card payments 
accepted 

a Manufacturer of our 
own window & 
doors frames 


Tel: 023 8067 7540 
Mob: 07970248277 

Unit 4, Litchfield 
Road, Midanbury, 
Southampton, S018 2BL 
www.cjrdoubleglazing.com 


‘A’ rated & Toughened glass 


FENSA & BSI approved 


All traditional glass work 
Manufacturers of all 
sealed glass units, misted 
cracked & smashed glass. 
Same day turnaround for 
most units, 



Hampshire 

CriEket 


THE WEEKEND STARTS HERE 

T20 Blast Cricket at The Ageas Bowl 

HAMPSHIRE v SUSSEX SHARKS 

' L.. " FRIDAY 18 JULY - 19:00 


ckets: 0844 847 1863 ageasbowl.com 
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GRAHAM RUSSELL 

DRUMS J iV 

5 Axis Park, Newgate Lane 
Fareham, P014 1FD 
01329 834012 


5000 SQ FT SHOWROOM 
OVER 40 KITS & 100 SNARE DRUMS IN STOCK 
PART EXCHANGE WELCOME 
FREE PARKING 

www.grahamrusselldrums.com 


Need a local, reliable and 
experienced electrician? 


A professional, personal and experienced 
service for over 23 years. 

* 24hr Emergency Service 

* Domestic, Commercial & Retail 

* Electrical Maintenance 

* Fault finding, power point installation 

* Faulty alarms silenced 

* All major credit cards accepted 

* For Southampton, Winchester & surrounding areas 

Neil’s 

Electrical Services 


5% discount on all new work 


For a genuine 24-hour emergency service, call: 
www.nes247.co.uk | neil@nes247.co.uk 
023 8032 8104 | 07802 356 561 


HAMPSHIRE AT WAR 



NEW COMMEMORATIVE DVD 


In the early hours of June 6th 1944 allied troops landed 
on the coast of northern France. Located directly 
opposite the Normandy beaches, Hampshire would 
become the main springboard for Operation Overlord, 
the code name for the invasion of occupied Europe. 

But in telling the story of Hampshire at War, this 
fascinating DVD goes right back to the start of hostilities, 
on a geographical journey around many locations 
throughout the county, all of which played a key role 
towards ultimate victory. 


BREAKTHROUGH CARPET 
FITTING SERVICE IS. 


This is the compelling story of a county, and a country, 
fighting for survival. 

Special Daily Echo Reader Offer 
Buv Now for iust £13.95 inc p&p! 


THE STRESS-LESS WAY TO REPLACE YOUR CARPETS. 


YOU CAN NOW HAVE NEW FITTED CARPETS IN YOUR HOME, 
BUT WITHOUT THE NIGHTMARE OF CLEARING YOUR ROOM IN 
PREPARATION,INCLUDING FIVE FREE ESSENTIAL EXTRAS. 


A fter years of accepting traditional carpet 
fitting methods, customers just like you, 
are now choosing the smart way to have 
new carpets. Never again will you need 
to empty your room of furniture, and take up your 
old carpet ready for the fitters just to walk in and 
roll out your new carpet. Let's be frank here, if 
you're paying for a job to be done, you shouldn't be 
expected to do more than half the work yourself. It 
would be like eating at a nice restaurant, paying for 
your meal and then washing up. 

Five free extra bonuses for you 

Feature Flooring and Carpets not only removes and 


repositions your furniture, but will also uplift and 
take away your old floor coverings, secure any loose 
or squeaky floorboards, expertly fit your carpet and 
will also trim doors to fit over your new carpets, and 
then vacuum, bag up, and remove all rubbish and 
off cuts. Leaving you with nothing to do but put 
back your ornaments and photographs and then 
enjoy your carpet for years to come. 

A note from a customer 

Thank you most sincerely for all the work you carried 
out to a most satisfactory finish, we are delighted 
with the overall conclusion of all rooms completed. 
Mr and Mrs. M. West End. 


Just one thing for you to do now 

Call Freephone, e mail or a good old fashioned 
letter is all that it takes, to arrange a free home 
visit for you to choose from over 997 carpets and 
vinyls, from 11 top manufacturers, always in stock 
whichever carpet you need for your home they 
have a range of quality and prices including the 
least and the most expensive and finally rid yourself 
of your old carpets that you've been thinking of 
changing for years and do it the stress-less way, 
and for the same price as fitting in an empty room. 
With a unique 100% guarantee of satisfaction. 
Call feature flooring and carpets now. 


FEATURE FLOORING AND CARPETS 

FREEPHONE 0800 915 8295 • SOUTHAMPTON 02380 736004 • 12 Upton Crescent, Nursling, Southampton S016 8AB 
e.mail info@featureflooringandcarpets.co.uk • www.lovemycarpet.co.uk 


Proud nwmbenef 

Currently rated 9.8 out of 10, with over 400 feedbacks Checkatrade.com 

Where reputation matters 



CASH PRIZE 
EVERY WEEK 

Runner-up will win at least £1,000 

Dally Echo 



8 (01454)321614 
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THIS WEEK’S 

JACKPOT 

£38,000 

PLUS 70 consolation 

OS On A Nearest pri “ so,£15 

% ■ I I II | ■ 20 for Southern Daily Echo 

■ M HI II I miSS 20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 

ir UlUUV prize 10 for Sundaylnd^iendent 


PLUS 70 consolation 
prizes of £15 each week 

20 for Southern Daily Echo 

20 for Daily Echo Bournemouth 
10 for Dorset Echo 
10 for Sunday Independent 
10 for Brighton Argus 


RESULTS 


E IND THE BALL is a test of skill 
and football knowledge and is 
open to readers of the 
hampton, Bournemouth, Dorset 
Echos, Brighton Argus and Sunday 
Independent, Plymouth. 

You have to use your skill and 
judgement to determine the exact 
centre of the ball. 

Mark an X with a ballpoint pen on 
the picture where you consider that 
position to be-clear rubber stamps 
and self adhesive labels will also be 
accepted. 

Every coupon will be carefully 
examined and the jackpot prize will be 
paid to the entrant whose cross 
marks the exact centre of the ball 
when the photograph was taken. 

If the Jackpot is not won, £1,000 will 
be added to next week’s jackpot and 
£50 will be added to the nearest-miss 
prize. 

The nearest-miss prize will be paid 
out to the competitor whose cross is 
nearest to the centre of the ball when 
there is no jackpot winner. 


When a jackpot has been won the 
next week’s prize reverts back to 
£6,000 and the nearest-miss prize at 
£ 1 , 000 . 

If the Jackpot is not won after 45 
weeks, when standing at £50,000, 
three nearest miss prizes will be 
awarded totalling £24,000-with a first 
prize of £12,000, a second prize of 
£8,000 and a third prize of £4,000. 

The jackpot for the following week 
will be £26,000 with £1,000 being 
added each week. The nearest miss 
prize will be £2,000 with £50 added 
each week until the jackpot prize 
reaches £50,000. 

If there is still no entry showing the 
exact centre of the ball, the process is 
repeated until there is an exact centre 
of the ball winner. 

If there is more than one winner the 
jackpot will be shared and, 
similarly, if there is more than one 
runner-up the nearest miss prize will 
also be shared. 





f m- 


CLOSING DATE 
FOR POSTAL 
ENTRIES 

Thursday 

9am, 

17 July 
2014 

Names of 
winners will be 
published on 

Saturday, 

19 July 

. or Sunday 
>' 20 July 

2014 


Winners 


Competition number S25 


JACKPOT WINNER NO WINNER 

CONGRATULATIONS 

Mr B Hill, Bournemouth, Dorset 
who wins the nearest miss prize of £2,550 
The following competitors each receive a consolation prize of £15 


J Allison, Southampton, Hants 
A Allwood, Netley Abbey, Hants 
V Baker, Southampton, Hants 
A Biddlecombe, Southampton, Hants 
L Blakely, Southampton, Hants 
R Boyce, Southampton, Hants 
S Daniels, Waltham Chase, Hants 
N Davis, Southampton, Hants 
J Gammon, Southampton, Hants 
G Grinham, Southampton, Hants 


Rules 


R Jacobs, Eastleigh, Hants 
W Keens, Winchester, Hants 
C Large, Southampton, Hants 
G Marsh, Southampton, Hants 
R Moody, Locksheath, Hants 
D Noke, Southampton, Hants 
W Parry, Southampton, Hants 
M Ricketts, Southampton, Hants 
S Watkinson, Romsey, Hants 
D Webb, Southampton, Hants 


1. You are allowed a minimum of 60 crosses and a maximum of 325 per coupon. Coupons with 326 or 
more will be disqualified. Entries altered defaced or mutilated will be invalid. Crosses must be distinct 
and separate. 2 . Competitors may submit as many coupons as they wish. Members of a family can 
send their entries in one envelope with a covering postal order or cheque. 3. No responsibility can be 
accepted for entries delayed, lost or mislaid. Proof of posting cannot be accepted as proof of delivery. 
4. Payment may be made by postal order or cheque for the correct amount payable to Newsquest, and 
crossed Co.’ Stamps will not be accepted in payment. 5. A competitor cannot win more than one 
share of the prize money across all titles each week. 6.The Editor’s decision on winning entry or entries 
and matters relating to this competition is binding in honour only. NO CORRESPONDENCE CAN BE 
ENTERED INTO. 7. Employees of NEWSQUEST Media Group and subsidiary companies and members 
of their families are not eligible to enter the competition. 8.Address entries to FTB Newspaper House, 
Test Lane, Southampton SOI 6 9JX in a sealed envelope. Understamped entries are not accepted. 
9. Prize monies are held for and on behalf of winners. 10. Do not send cash in the post. ll.Winners will 
be required to participate in publicity. 12. Photocopies not accepted. 13. For rules go to 
www.dailyecho.co.uk/promotions/rules,www.newsquest.co.uk/terms or write in for a copy. 




Please use black/blue ink and capitals 

TITLE 
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12 July 2014 Please cross box 


□ CROSSESI 


POSTCODE 

DAYTIME 

TELEPHONE 


□ 


□ 


125 
CHOSSESI 

200 
CROSSESI 


SAVE 

POSTAGE 

For your 
convenience 
coupons may be 
posted in our 

FIND THE BALL 

collecting boxes 
located at selected 
newsagents and all 
branch offices 

Deadlines for branch 
office collection boxes are 
as follows: 
Bournemouth Echo 

12 noon Tuesday 

Southern Daily Echo 

12noon Tuesday 
Dorset Echo 
Closing time Monday 

Deadlines for selected 
newsagents collection 
boxes as listed in: 
Bournemouth Echo 
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IN BRIEF 

Who’s in shape 
for Liverpool 

G-MACINTHEMOOD 

Graeme McDowell heads 
for Hoylake in excellent 
form after retaining the 
Alstom Open de France. 
The Northern Irishman, 
who led after the first 
round when The Open 
was last played at 
Hoylake in 2006, shot a 
closing 67 to overturn an 
eight-shot deficit. 

It was his 10th European 
tour title and he said: 
“This is a really good 
kickstart to the summer.” 

WHITE-HOT ANGEL 

Former US Open and 
Masters champion Angel 
Cabrera warmed up for 
the championship by 
winning his first PGA 
Tour title outside of the 
Major championships. 
The Argentine shot a 
final-round 64 to win the 
Greenbrier Classic at 
White Sulphur Springs. 



KARLSSON’S CALLING 
Sweden’s Robert Karlsson 
is looking forward to 
teeing off at Hoylake after 
winning one of three 
spots available at the 
Alstom Open de France. 
He finished fourth and 
will be joined by Northern 
Irishman Michael Hoey, 
who was seventh. France’s 
Victor Riu had his heart 
in his mouth after 
shooting a double bogey 
on the last, but his round 
of 76 was enough to 
qualify by a single shot. 

CARRY ON, TOM 
US Ryder Cup captain 
Tom Watson has been 
granted the opportunity 
to make 40 appearances 
at The Open next year. 

The 64-year-old, who 
came close to winning the 
2009 Open atTurnberry, 
will play once again at 
St Andrews to reach the 
landmark. Watson is one 
of a select group of 
players to win The Open 
on five occasions, along 
with James Braid, 

JH Taylor and Peter 
Thomson. 




Mcllroy 


Will we see the champ 
or the chump this week? 


By Phil Casey 


IN the world of professional 
sport, trying to predict what 
Rory Mcllroy will do next has 
turned into a tougher task 
than knitting fog or finding 
a spare inch of tarmac to 
watch the Tour de France in 
Yorkshire. 

His collapse in the final 
round of the 2011 Masters 
when holding a four-shot 
lead had pundits wondering 
whether it would have a 
lasting effect on his ability to 
win major championships. 

Two months later he 
rewrote the record books 
on his way to a US Open 
victory by eight shots at 
Congressional. 

The following year a string 
of missed cuts, including in 
defence of his US Open title, 
had those same pundits 
wondering if the Northern 
Irishman was something of a 
flash in the pan. 

Fast forward two months 
once more and a second 
Major title was secured, again 
by eight shots, in the US PGA 
Championship at Kiawah 
Island. 

Back to No.l in the world, 
Mcllroy then played a crucial 
role in Europe’s Ryder Cup 
victory in Chicago, 
memorably getting his time 
zones mixed up and only 
arriving for his singles match 
against Keegan Bradley with 
minutes to spare thanks to 
hitching a lift from a state 
trooper. And not content with 
all of that, the 25-year-old 
finished off the season with 
birdies on the last five holes 
to win the DP World Tour 
Championship in Dubai, 
thereby following Luke 
Donald in topping the money 
list on both sides of the 
Atlantic in the same season. 

Unfortunately for Mcllroy, 
the adage Tf it ain’t broke, 
don’t fix it,’ was overlooked in 
favour of the less well known, 
but more lucrative, Tf it ain’t 
broke, sign a multi-million 


FACTFILE 

Rory Mcllroy 

Age 25 

Born Holywood, 

N. Ireland 

Turned pro 2007 

Professional wins 
PGA Tour 6 

European Tour 6 

Other 3 

Major wins 
US Open 2011 

US PGA 2012 


pound new equipment deal’. 
Last season started with a 
missed cut in his first event 
- and went downhill from 
there. 

Mcllroy walked off the 
course midway through the 
second round of his defence 
of the Honda Classic in 
March saying he was not in 
the “right place mentally” 
and threw one club in 
frustration and leant on 
another so hard that he bent 
the shaft in the final round of 
the US Open. 

He admitted to feeling “a 
little lost” as he missed the 
cut in the Irish Open and 
struggled to find a suitable 
driver and putter, but the 
nadir undoubtedly came in 
the Open Championship at 
Muirfield, where he suffered 
another early exit and 
labelled his own play “brain 
dead” following an opening 
79. A legal dispute with his 

ii 

Predicting 
what he will do 
at The Open is 
fraught with 
difficulty 


Nicklaus and was enjoying 
making golf his “No.l priority”. 

He said: “I was down in 
Llorida, the weather was 
good and there was no better 
place to be than out on the 
course and playing golf and 
practising and just messing 
around in the short game 
area trying different shots, 
different techniques and 
really finding my love for the 
game again. 

“I’m really enjoying what 
I’m doing. Being able to bring 
that to the course and test it 
under championship pressure, 
that’s what it’s all about. 

“Of course, you need a 
balance in your life where 
you are interested in other 
things. I’m no different than 
other 25-year-olds in the 
world. I want to go out and 
see my friends, have some 
fun. But I’ve stayed off social 
media for the most part the 
last few weeks and I’m going 
to continue to do that for the 
foreseeable future.” 

The Twitter posts have 
certainly been less frequent 
and the last two showed 
Mcllroy practicing at Royal 
County Down and Hoylake 
itself. But predicting whether 
the next one will see Mcllroy 
holding the Claret Jug is a 
mug’s game. 


cost him a season-opening 
win in Abu Dhabi. Lurther 
chances to win slipped by in 
the United States until news 
broke on the eve of the BMW 
PGA Championship at 
Wentworth that Mcllroy had 
called off his wedding to 
Wozniacki, even though the 
invitations had only just been 
sent out. 

Visibly upset and playing a 
course he dislikes, common 
sense dictated that Mcllroy 
had no chance, especially 
when he began the final 
round seven shots off the 
lead. Lour hours and 66 shots 
later, he was holding the 
trophy aloft. 

Predicting what he will do 
in The Open at Hoylake - he 
was a 17-year-old amateur 
when it was last played there 
in 2006 - is therefore fraught 
with difficulty. But even more 
heartening than his win at 
Wentworth was what 
Mcllroy had to say 
at the US Open 
three weeks later, 
revealing at 
Pinehurst that 
he had spent 
two hours 
picking the 
brains of 
18-time Major 
winner Jack 




former management 
company was also taking its 
toll - Mcllroy said in 
November that he had seen 
enough lawyers to last him a 
lifetime - but things began to 
look up in December, when 
he claimed his first win of the 
season in Australia and later 
that month proposed to 
tennis star girlfriend Caroline 
Wozniacki. 

All again seemed set fair for 
the prodigy from Holywood, 
only for a two-shot penalty 
for breaking what he 
petulantly called one of golf’s 
“stupid rules” to ultimately 
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IAIN 3L CARTER 


..//Mr. V /// 

EXCLUSIVE VERDICT FROM THE BBC RADIO 5 LIVE PRESENTER 


Canny Kaymer 

looks the part 


THERE’S so much parity in 
the game nowadays that it’s 
difficult to predict who will 
win The Open this week, but 
if you look at the evidence of 
this year so far, the stand-out 
performer has been Martin 
Kaymer. 

He won the Players’ 
Championship and the US 
Open and, on the face of it, 
you would have to say he has 
the game that would be well 
sorted for the challenges 
ahead at Hoylake. 

Having said that, it would 
be wrong to read too much 
into what he did at Pinehurst, 
even though it looked a very 
fast and linksy-type golf 
course. 

His victory in the US Open 
was one of the great Major 
championship performances. 
And I don’t think anyone is 
better equipped mentally for 
the challenges that lie ahead. 

All the reports are that the 
course is very lush at the 
moment, the greens are very 
green and so are the fairways, 
and if those conditions 
continue and it is not too 
windy then that might 
present Rory Mcllroy’s best 
chance of an Open victory to 
date. 

He likes the way the course 
is set up, he believes the 
bunkers offer him a great 
sight line to manoeuvre the 
ball around the course. 

A lot of the holes shape up 
very well for him and as long 
as it is not too hard and 
bouncy or windy, then 
Mcllroy could be up there. 

I would also throw Justin 
Rose, who has just won at the 
Congressional, into the mix. 
He has it in his locker to win a 
Major title, and where better 
to do it than on an English 
golf course? 

I always come into Majors 
thinking that Sergio Garcia 
has a great chance and then 
he fails to deliver. 

Like the others, he has a 
game that can do some 
serious damage at Hoylake, if 
his head is in the right place 
and he can carry enough 
confidence. 

The course is likely to play 
different than back in 2006 - 
the year Garcia blew up in the 
final round - when they were 
effectively playing on 
runways and the ball was 
running fast, with Tiger 
Woods leaving his driver in 
his bag all week. 

Henrik Stenson finished 
second at the Scottish Open 
last year and that kick-started 
an amazing run of results that 
brought him the Race to 
Dubai title. He’s not playing 
the Scottish event this year 
and so there has been a shift 
in his preparations, but there 
is no doubt he will take a lot 


of confidence and, if he gets 
the right sort of draw, then he 
will be a very dangerous 
contender. 

As will Adam Scott, who 
was right in the thick of it last 
year at Muirfield and who 
came so close in 2012 to, at 
that stage, breaking his Major 
duck. He’s obviously a 
Masters champion and world 
No.l and, again, he is in the 
category of players that you 
should be looking out for. 

Who would have predicted, 
though, that the last three 
Open winners would have 
been over the age of 40 and 
from varying places on the 
world ranking list? It is very 
hard to predict. 

At the other end of the age 
scale, you can’t rule out Rickie 
Fowler, who demonstrated a 
huge liking in the past and 
has played in Walker Cups, 


while doing very well at Royal 
St George’s in horrendous 
conditions in the third round 
when he outscored Mcllroy 
with a 68. That was one of the 
greatest rounds of golf that I 
have ever seen. He wants to 
be known as a links specialist 
as he grows into the game. 

I think Hoylake sets up very 
well for Graeme McDowell. 

He led after the first round in 
2006 and he knows his way 
around there. I think his 
French Open win was 
significant for him. He has 
structured his schedule in 
order to be fresh at this time 
of year. He’s piled a lot of 
pressure on himself as well in 
retaining his Ryder Cup place, 
which he was kind of 
anticipating. It’s one thing to 
check out that sort of strategy, 
but it’s another thing to 
execute it. That victory in 


Paris will really validate, to 
him, the strategy he has put 
in place. 

As for Tiger, you write him 
off at your peril, but 
everything points to this 
coming too quickly for 
someone recovering from 
back surgery. It was a pretty 
tame return at Congressional 
- it didn’t surprise me that he 
played at that tournament as 
it supports his foundation. If 
it wasn’t for that he probably 
would not have come back. 

He will have been spending 
an inordinate amount of time 
hitting the shots that he 
thinks he will need to hit at 
Hoylake, but it is asking an 
awful lot for him to come 
back and win this. 

It promises to be a cracking 
week. 

Iain was talking 
to Dominic Picksley 


ii 

I don’t think 
anyone is 
better prepared 
mentally for 
the challenges 
that lie ahead 

99 



BOX 


Martin Kaymer poses with 
the trophy after winning the 
US Open at Pinehurst and 
looks a decent shot to add 
The Open title this week 


STATS 

LAST 10 OPEN WINNERS 


2013 Phil Mickelson USA 

2012 Ernie Els RSA 

2011 Darren Clarke NIR 

2010 Louis Oosthuizen RSA 

2009 Stewart Cink USA 

2008 P Harrington IRE 

2007 P Harrington IRE 

2006 Tiger Woods USA 

2005 Tiger Woods USA 

2004 Todd Hamilton USA 


LAST 10 ENGLISH 
OPEN WINNERS 

1992 Nick Faldo 
1987 Nick Faldo 
1969 Tony Jacklin 
1951 Max Faulkner 
1948 Henry Cotton 
1939 Dick Burton 
1938 RegWhitcombe 
1937 Henry Cotton 
1936 Alf Padgham 
1935 Alf Perry 

TOP 10 DRIVERS (AVG) 
ON THE US PGA TOUR 

314.1 Bubba Watson USA 
311.4 Dustin Johnson USA 


308.7 N Colsaerts BEL 

308.0 J.B. Holmes USA 

306.1 Andrew Loupe USA 

305.7 R Garrigus USA 

305.0 Rory Mcllroy NIR 

304.8 J Vegas VEN 

304.7 JKokrak USA 

304.4 L Oosthuizen RSA 



TOP 10 FINISHES ON 

THE US PGA TOUR 


1 Matt Kuchar 

9 

2 Jimmy Walker 

8 

T3 Harris English 

7 

T3 Dustin Johnson 

7 

T3 Webb Simpson 

7 

STROKES GAINED 


(PUTTING) ON US PGA 

TOUR 


1 Graeme McDowell 

1.005 

2 Aaron Baddeley 

.993 

3 Matt Every 

.989 

4 Breddon Todd 

.888 

5. Greg Chalmers 

.859 

GREENS IN REGULATION 

PERCENTAGE ON US PGA 

TOUR 


1 Chad Campbell 

72.10 

2 Graham DaLaet 

71.92 

3 Justin Hicks 

70.35 

4 Billy Horchel 

69.53 

5 JJ Henry 

69.48 

Tour average 

64.09 
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A testing hole to start the 
round and one on which 
most competitors will be 
happy to secure a par. The 
ee shot has to be threaded 
between bunkers and the 
approach hit to a heavily 
:ontoured green which is 40 
yards long and protected by 
a group of new bunkers. 
The hole is named after the 
Royal Hotel which housed 
Royal Liverpool’s first 
clubhouse back in 1869 



A new tee has been 
built for this year’s 
Open which adds 18 
yards to the length of 
the hole. Four 
bunkers have been 
removed from the 
landing area but an 
accurate tee shot is 
still required to give 
the best approach to 
another heavily- 
guarded green 

I 2006: Rank 3 



Usually the opening 
hole for the members, 
which must have 
wrecked many a card in 
the monthly medal. A 
daunting tee shot has 
out-of-bounds running 
all the way down the 
right-hand side of the 
fairway, which also 
comes into play on the 
second shot as the hole 
takes a 90-degree turn 
to the right. The swale 
to the left of the green 
has also been 
deepened 

2006: Rank 8 


A welcome respite after 
the trials of the previous 
hole, the fourth is the 
shortest par four on the 
course and presents a 
good birdie opportunity. 
The out-of-bounds to the 
back and left of the green 
is unlikely to come into 
play for competitors 
attacking the pin with a 
short iron 


2006 Rank 11 



Tiger back on the prowl 



It is six years since Tiger 
Woods won the last of his 
14 Major championships, 
the 2008 US Open 




Can Woods launch 
another comeback? 


THE question has been asked 
many times in recent years: Is 
the real Tiger Woods back? 

It was asked when he 
finished fourth in the Masters 
in 2010 after almost five 
months out following the 
revelations about his private 
life in late 2009. 

It was asked again almost 
two years later when he 
climbed back into the world’s 
top 10 with victory at the 
Arnold Palmer Invitational 
after a slump had seen him 
drop outside the top 50. 

And it was asked again, 
with far more conviction, 
when the 14-time Major 
winner returned to the very 
top of the rankings in March 
last year with his third of five 
wins in 2013. 

However, we now know 
those five wins came in the 
rare weeks when Woods felt 
fully fit, the weeks when a 
serious back injury did not 
flare up and leave him 
struggling to get out of bed. It 
was a back injury that led to 


By Phil Casey 


Woods shooting a third round 
of 65 in the Honda Classic 
only to withdraw after 13 
holes of the final round. A 
back injury which saw him 
record the worst final round 
of his career, a 78, the 
following week in the 
WGC-Cadillac event. 

And it was a back injury 
which finally led him to 
undergo microdiscectomy 
surgery on March 31 to 
relieve the pain caused by a 
pinched nerve, surgery which 
meant he missed the Masters 
for the first time in his career 
as well as the US Open. 

To the delight of millions of 
golf fans, not to mention 
those concerned with ticket 
sales at the R&A, Woods 
returned to action in the 
Quicken Loans National at 
the end of fune, a tournament 
which benefits his own 
foundation. It was no surprise 
the 38-year-old refused to 
rule out winning the event 



The back nine opens with 
a par five which was the 
second easiest hole in 
2006 and will offer a good 
birdie chance, especially 
when played downwind to 
ensure the green is within 
reach in two. The 
cavernous bunker to the 
right of the green will be 
the place to avoid 


2006: Rank 17 



The best approach is 
from the left-land side 
of the fairway to a 
green which has seen a 
bunker removed from 
the back but the ones 
at the front repositioned 
to encroach more on 
the putting surface. 
Tiger Woods made 
three birdies and one 
par here on his way to 
victory in 2006 


12 



The hardest hole on 
course in 2006 produced 
138 bogeys and 15 double 
bogeys. The bunkers on the 
corner of the dog-leg are 
likely to see a lot of traffic, 
leaving a difficult approach 
to the raised green which 
slopes markedly from back 
to front 

2006 Rank 1 


the 



The narrow green is set at an 
angle to the tee and requires 
an accurate tee shot, 
particularly to the back-left 
hole location. The only 
bunker on the hole is very 
deep and will cause problems 
when the pin is on the front of 
the green. Australia’s John 
Senden made a hole-in-one 
here in 2006 

|2006 Rank 9 



A similar hole to the 12th and 
no surprise that it ranked the 
second most difficult in 2006. 
A new fairway bunker has 
been added to the right of the 
fairway and the approach has 
to be hit to a narrow green 
which sits at a slight angle to 
the fairway. Tiger Woods 
holed out with a four iron for 
an eagle two in the second 
round in 2006 

12006 Rank 2 
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Another good birdie 
chance presents itself on 
the only par five on the 
front nine. A good tee 
shot to the corner of the 
dog-leg will allow players 
to go for the green in 
two, although a new 
bunker some 310 yards 
off the tee lies in wait. A 
total of 205 birdies and 
23 eagles were recorded 
here in 2006 


2006: Rank 16 



The first par three 
requires an accurate tee 
shot to a long and narrow 
green which slopes from 
back to front and is 
guarded by bunkers on 
both sides. The deep 
bunkers to the left of the 
green must be avoided 
when the hole is cut on 
that side | 2 QQ6 Ra nk 6 



II 


The biggest change in 
terms of yardage since 
2006 comes on the 
/seventh, where a new tee 
adds 27 yards. The best 
tee shot is down the right 
of the fairway, but that also 
brings heavy rough and 
heather into play. Par will 
be a welcome score here 


2006 Rank 5 


V 



Picking the line for the 
blind tee shot will be 
crucial, with the fairway 
protected by gorse on 
the left and a bunker on 
the right. The green is 
surrounded by three 
bunkers but is a large 
target which could offer 
a good birdie chance 
f 2006 Rank 13 
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A second difficult par three on 
the front nine, even though 
the bunker on the right of the 
green has been reduced in 
size. There is no bail-out on 
the left of the green either, 
with a gully waiting to catch 
errant tee shots and leaving a 
treacherous chip 


2006 Rank 12 



CARD Royal Liverpool GC 


despite not having played 
since early March, nor was it 
surprising that he actually 
missed the halfway cut with 
rounds of 74 and 75. 

But what was surprising was 
the difference in attitude now 
to when he reclaimed the 
world No. 1 spot last year. On 
that occasion, Woods said: “I 
don’t want to become as good 
as I once was -1 want to 
become better.” 

Fifteen months later, there 
were self-deprecating remarks 
and a sense Woods had finally 


started to accept his own 
limitations. 

“The difference as I’ve aged 
is I can’t play the way I used 
to,” Woods said. “I feel old. The 
Chinese kid (14-year-old Guan 
Tianlang) who qualified for the 
Masters last year was born 
after I won the tournament for 
the first time and that is just 
not cool. 

“That is what is coming. The 
next generation are taller, 
bigger and more physical. 
These kids in college, all the 
long-hitters are 6ft 2in to 6ft 


4in. I was No.2 in driving 
distance for a number of years 
just behind John Daly, but 
things have changed 
dramatically. I have to rely on 
different parts of my game like 
strategy and course 
management.” 

Fortunately for Woods, that 
was good enough to win The 
Open the last time it was 
staged at Hoylake in 2006, 
when the dry, hard conditions 
meant he barely got his driver 
out of the bag all week. It 
remains to be seen whether 



This year’s two Major 
winners so far, Martin 
Kaymer (left) and Bubba 
Watson (above) 


such conditions are to be 
repeated, but a man who won 
50 per cent of the Major 
championships he entered 
between 2000 and 2002 has 
now gone six years without 
winning any of the game’s four 
biggest prizes. 

That last victory over Rocco 
Mediate in a play-off for the US 
Open in 2008 came just days 
before he had reconstructive 
surgery on the anterior 
cruciate ligament in his left 
knee, so no-one can be 
absolutely certain he cannot 


Hole 

Yards 

Par 

1st 

458 

4 

2nd 

454 

4 

3rd 

426 

4 

4th 

372 

4 

5th 

528 

5 

6th 

201 

3 

7th 

480 

4 

8th 

431 

4 

9th 

197 

3 


win a fourth Open title now 
he is pain free for the first 
time in two years. 

Having said that, Woods’ 
rivals have gained confidence 
and Major titles of their own 
over the last few years, with 
recent statistics suggesting 
the cream will again rise to 
the top at Hoylake. 

Since Darren Clarke and 
Keegan Bradley won the last 
two Majors of 2011 when 
111th and 108th in the world 
respectively, the lowest 
ranked winner of a Major has 
been Ernie Els, who was 40th 
when he won the 2012 Open 
at Lytham. 

Last year, Adam Scott was 
ranked seventh when he won 
the Masters, Justin Rose fifth 


Hole 

Yards 

Par 

10th 

532 

5 

11th 

391 

4 

12th 

447 

4 

13th 

194 

3 

14th 

454 

4 

15th 

161 

3 

16th 

577 

5 

17th 

458 

4 

18th 

551 

5 

Total 

7312 

72 


before his US Open triumph 
at Merion and Phil Mickelson 
also fifth before his Open 
victory at Muirfield. Jason 
Dufner was 21st when he 
won the US PGA 
Championship at Oak Hill. 

So far in 2014, Bubba 
Watson was ranked 12th 
before claiming his second 
Masters title and Martin 
Kaymer 28th before winning 
a second Major crown in the 
US Open. 

Fifth in the rankings after 
his comeback event, Woods 
would fit in nicely with that 
recent run of top-quality 
Major champions. 

But Hoylake looks to have 
come just too soon, even for 
him. 



The final, and shortest, par three 
offers a good birdie chance, even 
though the green is protected by a 
total of five bunkers. South Africa’s 
Richard Sterne carded a 
hole-in-one here during the second 
round eight years ago 


2006 Rank 14 
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The longest hole 
on the course 
also played the 
easiest in 2006, 
yielding 27 
eagles and 252 
birdies. Three 
bunkers on the 
left must be 
avoided off the 
tee, while the 
approach has to 
avoid another 
three bunkers left 
of the green. 
Picking up shots 
here could be 
vital in the 
closing stages 

|2006: Rank 18 



2006: Rank 4 


A challenging long 
par four, particularly 
if played into the 
prevailing wind. 
Bunkers on either 
side of the fairway 
frame the landing 
area and more sand 
beside the long and 
undulating green 
makes for a difficult 
approach 



The closing hole could 
produce a decisive 
swing in the outcome, 
with out-of-bounds all 
the way down the 
right-hand side of the 
sharp dog-leg. Bailing 
out to the left will leave 
a much longer 
approach to a green 
protected by five 
bunkers, while a new 
swale at the back left 
of the green has been 
created. The ‘horse¬ 
shoe’ of stands around 
the green should 
create a superb 
atmosphere 

I 2006: Rank 15 
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Mickelson follows Clarke and Els 
in striking a blow for experience 


by Phil Casey 

WHEN Phil Mickelson arrived 
in Scotland 12 months ago, 
he had never won a 
tournament on British soil 
and admitted the greatest 
challenge of his career was 
adapting to links-style golf. 

Two weeks later he boarded 
a plane back to California 
carrying the Claret Jug and 
Scottish Open trophy, not to 
mention a box of Fruit 
Pastilles for his caddie Jim 
Mackay. 

It was a remarkable 
fortnight of golf from the 
left-hander, who had 
managed only two top-10 
finishes in The Open in 19 
previous appearances and 
had missed the cut at Lytham 
the year before. 

More recently, he had also 
finished runner-up in the US 
Open for a record sixth time 


FACTFILE 

Phil Mickelson 

Age 44 

Born San Diego 

Turned pro 1992 
Professional wins 
PGA Tour 42 
European Tour 9 
Challenge Tour 1 
Other 5 

Major wins 

Masters 2004,06,10 

Open 2013 

US PGA 2005 

five weeks earlier, taking a 
one-shot lead into the final 
round at Merion on his 43rd 
birthday, only to stumble to a 
closing 74 to finish two shots 
behind Justin Rose. 

He spoke then of the 
“heartbreak” he would always 
associate with the US Open 
unless he could win one 
eventually, but bounced back 
to win the Scottish Open in a 
play-off with Branden Grace 
at Castle Stuart the week 
before his Open triumph. 

“It’s a huge difference in 
emotions, as you can 
imagine,” said Mickelson, 
whose brilliant win at 
Muirfield leaves him needing 
a US Open victory to become 
only the sixth player to win a 
career grand slam. 

“Being so down after the 
US Open, to come back and 
use it as motivation, to use it 
as a springboard, knowing 
that I’m playing well and to 
push me a little bit extra to 
work harder; to come out on 
top, in a matter of a month to 
turn it around it really feels 
amazing. 

“I thought that it could go 
either way. You have to be 
resilient in this game because 
losing is such a big part of it. 
And after losing the US Open, 
it could have easily gone 
south, where I was so deflated 
I had a hard time coming 
back. 

“But I looked at it and 
thought I was playing really 
good golf. I had been playing 
some of the best in my career. 
And I didn’t want it to stop 


me from potential victories 
and some potential great 
play. And I’m glad I didn’t, 
because I worked a little bit 
harder and in a matter of a 
month I was able to change 
entirely the way I feel.” 

Mickelson’s win made it 
three in succession for 
players over 40 after Darren 
Clarke in 2011 and Ernie Els 
in 2012, but that came as no 
surprise to Mackay. 

“He looks forward. He 
works hard,” Mackay said. 
“How many people are going 
to build a practice facility in 
his yard post-40? He wants it. 

“He’s stronger than he’s 
ever been, he’s fitter than he’s 
ever been, and he’s hungrier 
than he’s ever been. And you 
can’t underestimate how 
much he wants to compete 
and do well. 

“When he’s 60-something 
years old he’s going to be on 
the putting green at Augusta 
thinking he has a chance. 
That’s just how he is built.” 

The chances of Mickelson 
repeating his heroics 12 
months on would appear 
slim - the 44-year-old’s only 
top-10 finish of the season 
coming in the Abu Dhabi 
Championship in January. 

However, the five-time 
Major winner has a 10-year 
streak of winning at least 
once every season to protect, 
and after coming from five 
shots off the lead going into 
the final round at Muirfield, 
his boundless optimism is 
understandable. 

“I’ll start getting ready for 
Hoylake and I’m optimistic 
about the end of the year,” 
Mickelson said after his first 
attempt to complete the 
career grand slam saw him 
finish 28th at Pinehurst last 
month. 

“But I’m excited about the 
coming years, too. I think that 
this year has been a great 
learning year for me as far as 
certain areas of my game, but 
I haven’t quite peaked with 
them yet. But I feel like I 
actually learned a few things 
and picked up some things 
for the coming years.” 
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Garcia returns to scene of last-day collapse still hunting for that first Major title 


SERGIO GARCIA’S last 
appearance at Royal 
Liverpool saw him 
disappearing into the sunset 
in a not-so-flattering canary 
yellow outfit, which drew 
almost as much criticism as 
his collapse on the final day 
of the 2006 Open. 

The Spaniard returns to 
Hoylake eight years older and 
wiser, but still without a 
Major to his name. 

At 34, time is hardly 
running out for the Ryder 
Cup firebrand, but there is a 
growing sense that the new 
breed of young guns - the 
likes of 20-year-old American 
Iordan Spieth, who is 
impressing on the PGA Tour 
and finished joint second at 
April’s Masters - are making 
the circuit more competitive 
than ever. 

Garcia is a complex 
character: inspirational on 
the course, particularly in 
those biennial clashes against 
the United States, but dogged 
by periods of self-doubt off it. 

It takes a certain brand of 
confidence to rock up to the 
last round of a Major paired 
in the final group with world 
No.l Tiger Woods bedecked 
head to toe in bright yellow. 

However, after a blistering 
63 the previous day, the 
frailties of the Spaniard’s 
psyche were exposed 
immediately as three-putt 
bogeys on the second and 
third holes saw any chance of 
overhauling Woods’ one- 
stroke advantage disappear. 

Garcia rallied on the back 
nine to end as top European 
in a share of fifth place, but it 


was a demoralising finish - 
and one which did not go 
unnoticed by Woods, who 
reportedly texted a friend: 
“I’ve just bludgeoned 
Tweety-pie.” 

The deflated Spaniard 
offered some defence in 
trying to salvage a positive 
from that Hoylake meltdown, 
insisting: “It was probably the 
best I’ve felt in a Major with 
the putter, stroke-wise.” 

But the mental demons 


have continued to haunt him. 
A play-off defeat to Padraig 
Harrington at Carnoustie the 
following year - still his best 
finish in 63 Majors - led him, 
in 2012, to declare he did not 
have the game to win one 

“In 13 years, I have come to 
the conclusion that I need to 
play for second or third 
place,” he said after another 
disappointment at the 2012 
Masters. 

Those words were used as a 


stick to beat him with until, 

12 months later, he redressed 
the issue. 

He admitted: “Yes, I do 
regret saying it, but not 100 
per cent, I would say. I said 
exactly what I felt at that 
moment and, obviously, it 
wasn’t my best moment. I 
was frustrated. 

“There are some things you 
say what you feel at that 
moment and then when you 
calm down you think that 


maybe I shouldn’t have said 
that. And I was over the top.” 

Giving a more considered 
view, Garcia added: “I think 
that when I’m on, I can 
definitely win anywhere. I 
think I’ve proven that. 

“It’s just a matter of getting 
that week where you feel 
good, where you feel 
comfortable, where things go 
your way, where everything 
feels relaxed, everything feels 
at ease, and you manage to 


do things the way you know 
how to do them. 

“I’m still waiting for that 
particular week. I’ve had, I 
would say, probably four 
really good chances, and I’m 
hoping that I can get many 
more until I quit playing. 

“I’ve always said that the 
bad days and things like that 
or the bad losses, if you take 
them the right way, they are 
very good, because you can 
learn a lot from those days.” 



Yellow 

peril 

haunts 

Sergio 


66 I’ve just 
bludgeoned 
Tweety-pie $)$) 

Tiger Woods’ reported text message after 
beating the yellow-clad Sergio Garcia at 
Royal Liverpool in 2006 


Wu the spearhead for Chinese masterplan 



WHEN China’s Wu Ashun 
steps on to the tee at Royal 
Liverpool, he will be the sole 
flag carrier from the world’s 
most populous country. 

But watching quietly from 
the sidelines will be a man 
who foresees a future when 
Chinese professionals are 
regularly among the leading 
contenders for the world’s top 
championships. 

Tenniel Chu is one of two 
brothers at the forefront of 
the incredible growth of golf 
in China, a phenomenon that 
has seen up to 1,000 courses 
spring up and three million 
golfers from a base of almost 
none in just over a decade. 

Tenniel is vice-chairman 
and operational head of the 
world’s biggest golf complex, 
Mission Hills, which has 12 
courses and 216 holes. 
Mission Hills, based in 
Shenzen in southern China, 
just north of Hong Kong, also 
has a sister complex, Haikou, 
on the island of Hainan. 

Between the two centres, 


Tenniel and his brother, Ken, 
chairman of Mission Hills, are 
putting a lot of energy and 
resource into developing a 
new generation of Asian 
golfers through a junior 
programme unsurpassed in 
the golfing world. 

Backed by the likes of lack 
Nicklaus, Tiger Woods and 
Rory Mcllroy, Mission Hills 
offers free access on three of 
its courses to anyone under 
16 and will run 43 junior 
tournaments this year alone 
in the search for a Major 
champion from China. 

The world of golf got a 
glimpse of what is to come 
when Guan Tianlang last year 
became the youngest player 
ever at the Masters in Augusta 
and made the cut, aged 14. 

Woods and Mcllroy have 
both visited Haikou and 
witnessed the Mission Hills 
junior programme close up. 

Woods, the 14-times Major 
winner, said: “It’s definitely a 
model people should be 
looking at. We’re trying to 


MISSION HILLS 

mmm 

include more people into the 
game of golf and, as with the 
inclusion of the sport in the 
Olympics and the initiatives 
that they have at Mission 
Hills, I think it should be 
duplicated around the world. 

“The fact you have golf 
courses where kids who are 
16 and under can play for 
free, well it should be like that 
around the world. They’re 
making golf accessible.” 

Mcllroy, winner of the 2011 
US Open and 2012 PGA 
Championship, said it helped 
erode the image of golf as 
purely an elite pastime. 

Mcllroy, who will be back at 
Mission Hills in October for 
the World Celebrity Pro-Am, 
said: “I think it is such a great 
initiative; it’s incredible. It 
will bring more and more 
juniors to play golf. I wish 
that even when I was growing 


up, which wasn’t that long 
ago, we had places like that 
where we could play golf for 
free.” 

Tenniel Chu, at Royal 
Liverpool as part of Mission 
Hills’ close relationship with 
the R&A, added: “Last year we 
had 32 junior tournaments 
featuring almost 2,500 rounds 
of golf and more than 1,200 
players. This year, the fact we 
are holding a record 43 junior 
tournaments and continuing 
to open three of our courses 
to young players for free 
shows our ongoing 
commitment to junior golf.” 

Golf’s Olympic 
reappearance is something 
that is focusing the minds of 
the Chu brothers and the 
Chinese government, which 
is providing unparalleled 
support for its young golfers 
with an eye on, first, the 
Youth Olympics in Nanjing 
this year, and then the full 
Games in Rio in 2016. 

Part of the build-up to 
Nanjing was the lack Nicklaus 


funior Championship at 
Mission Hills Shenzen in May, 
and Chu said: “This is such 
an important year for junior 
golf in China. Some of the 
players who have competed 
at Mission Hills will be taking 
part in Nanjing.” 

Meanwhile, Wu, one of only 
two Chinese professionals in 
the world top 200 - the other 
is Liang Wen-Chong - is 
looking forward to his week 
on the Wirral, having earned 
his spot via the Thailand 
qualifying series. 

He played his first Open at 
Muirfield last year and said: 
“Making my debut at the 
Open Championship was an 
eye-opener for me. Now that I 
have qualified again I will 
make the best of my 
opportunity and try to put up 
a better performance.” 

Wu might be the sole flag 
carrier from his country this 
week, but for Tenniel Chu 
and a brand new generation 
of Chinese golfers, he will not 
be alone for long. 
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In-form Kayiner 

can shine at 18-1 

Ryder Cup hero looks set 
to build on US Open win 



Martin Kaymer will be full 
of confidence following 
his US Open win in April 


Stan James odds* 


QUIZ 

Test your Open 
knowledge 

1 Who overcame the 
largest deficit after 54 holes 
to win The Open? 

2 Which course is the 
longest in Open history? 

3 Who holds the record for 
the lowest first round? 

4 Which champion made 
the most appearances 
before his first victory? 

5 Who was the last player 
to win on his debut? 

6 Which course has 
hosted The Open more 
than any other? 

7 In what year did Tiger 
Woods win the first of his 
three Open titles? 

8 Who has shot the lowest 
aggregate score after four 
rounds? 

9 How many Open titles 
did Nick Faldo win? 

10 Who led The Open after 
the first round last year? 

ANSWERS 
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By Luke Thornhill 


THERE are few things more 
certain before any Major 
tournament at the moment 
than Rory Mcllroy and Tiger 
Woods appearing at the top 
of the betting. 

There is little reason to 
back either of them, though, 
with Mcllroy only once 
finding himself in contention 
for The Open (back in 2010, 
when he tied for third). 

He did not even make the 
cut last season, while in his 
past six Majors he has not 
made much of an impact. 

His last Major win was the 
PGA Championship at the 
end of 2012. 

In the two Majors so far 
this year his putting has let 
him down, as he has 
struggled to cope with the 
level of expectancy which 
now surrounds him every 
time he plays. 

Woods has gone even 
longer without winning a 
Major - his last came in 2008. 

Having won The Open three 
times, and tied for third and 
sixth in his past two outings, 
he has at least shown he can 


adapt to the challenging 
links-style courses. 

He has also won at this 
venue before (in 2006) but, 
having missed most of this 
year due to surgery on a back 
problem, it looks beyond him 
to challenge. 

US Open champion Martin 
Kaymer, the man whose putt 
sealed a remarkable Ryder 
Cup comeback for Europe in 
Chicago two years ago, looks 
a more solid option at 18-1. 

The German is one of 
the in-form players around, 
and the first player in 
history to follow a Players 
Championship win with the 
US Open title. 

Kaymer just gets the nod 
ahead of Henrik Stenson, 
who is 16-1. 

The Swede tied for fourth 
place in the US Open, having 
finished second, third and 
T14 in the three Majors 
which preceded that. 

The Open remains among 
the most unpredictable 


Majors, with the tough links 
of Hoylake particularly 
demanding if the wind 
gets up. 

So there is value in 
considering some long-odds 
players who have decent 
records on the coastal 
courses. And few have better 
than two-time Open winner 
Ernie Els. 

The South African is 
definitely worth an each-way 
punt at 80-1, despite his poor 
form leading into the 
tournament. 

Miguel Angel fimenez is 
down at 80-1, but has 
remarkable consistency and 
has finished in the top 30 of 
the past five Open 
Championships. 

He finished fourth in the 
US Masters in April and 
followed that by claiming the 
Open de Espana title, so is 
in excellent nick and may 
well be in contention when 
the final reckoning comes on 
Sunday. 


Rory Mcllroy.11-1 

Adam Scott.14-1 

Tiger Woods.14-1 

Henrik Stenson.16-1 

Martin Kaymer.18-1 

Justin Rose.22-1 

Sergio Garcia.25-1 

Phil Mickelson.25-1 

Jason Day.25-1 

Graeme McDowell.25-1 

Lee Westwood.33-1 

Dustin Johnson.33-1 


Jordan Spieth.33-1 

Matt Kuchar.40-1 

Bubba Watson.40-1 

Rickie Fowler.40-1 

Brandt Snedeker.40-1 

Ian Poulter.40-1 

Luke Donald.40-1 

Chari Schwartzel.40-1 

Thomas Bjorn.50-1 

Jason Dufner.50-1 

Ernie Els.50-1 


*Subject to change 
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Beattie takes a look at Sholing star 


SHOLING’S FA Vase hero Lee 
Wort has told the club that he’ll be 
leaving for a trial with ex-Saints 
striker James Beattie at League 
Two Accrington Stanley. 

Beattie is manager of the 
Football League outfit and Wort 
has told the Boatman that he’ll be 
joining them for a week-long try¬ 
out. 

Wort scored more than 50 goals 
as the Boatmen won the FA Vase 
and were crowned champions of 


the Sydenhams Premier Division 
last season - including vital goals 
en route to the famous Wembley 
win in quarter and semi-final. 

Fie told the club last month that 
he was keen on a move away 
from the Silverlake Arena if the 
right offer came his way as he 
eyes a professional career. 

The 22-year-old attacker has 


now told the club that he will 
leave for the Football League club 
for a trial from July 24. 

Wort is currently away on holi¬ 
day with fellow Boatmen Barry 
and Byron Mason and is said to 
be keen to re-sign for Sholing if 
the trial proves unsuccessful at 
the Crown Ground. 

Sholing co-manager Mick Marsh 


said: “If there’s an opportunity for 
one of our players to better them¬ 
selves then I’m all for it. 

“It is the Sholing way to not 
stand in the way of players. 

“We develop them and if they 
get an opportunity like this then 
why not?” 

If Wort were to sign for 
Accrington it would be the begin¬ 


ning of a similar journey to that 
made by former Poole Town, now 
QPR striker, Charlie Austin. 

The Hoops hitman is going into 
his first season in the Premier 
League, just five years after play¬ 
ing the Wessex. 

After initially joining then League 
One Swindon Town, he moved to 
the Championship with Burnley in 
2011 before arriving at Loftus 
Road for a fee around £4million 
last summer. 



m 


NEW ERA 


BOSS: Dave Diaper after 
last season’s FA Vase win. 


support from local businesses. 
Diaper said in a club state¬ 
ment: “The new season is near¬ 
ly upon us and preparations 
are underway on and off the 
field for the trials and tribula¬ 
tions that 1 am sure will come 
our way in the days ahead. 

“We have a small window of 
opportunity to make the most of 
our FA Vase win. 

“We must reach out to the busi¬ 
ness fraternity to develop rela¬ 
tionships that will see the club 
push on to sustain our Southern 
League Status. 

“It is good to see that the 
majority of the lads have put 
pen to paper and, along with 
the new signings, I am 
optimistic about our 
return to the Southern 
League. 

“I will be announcing 
soon news of additions 
to the executive board 
with a view to strengthen 
our off field team.” 

Sholing kick-off their 
pre-season fixtures 

tomorrow (Sunday) when 
they take on Guernsey FC 
(2pm). 


• Sholing will have to 
deal without FA Vase 
hero Pete Castle until a few 
months into the season. 

The centre back had an 
operation on his knee at the 
end June after struggling with 
a persistent problem during 
the Sydenhams Premier 
Division title and Vase winning 
campaign. 

Co-manager Dave Fear would 
hope to have Castle back in October 
if only for training. 

He said: “His knee wasn’t quite 
right even during the Vase final, so 
he’s decided to get it sorted. 

“We’re not going to rush him 
because we don’t want to cause fur¬ 
ther damage. 

“Whether he comes back to training 
in October or he comes back to play 
then, we don’t know.” 


SHOLING chairman Dave 
Diaper has urged the 
Boatmen faithful to “get 
behind the new manage¬ 
ment team” ahead of the 
Southern League Division 
One South & West sea¬ 


son. 

Diaper left his role as manager 
after leading the Boatmen to FA 
Vase success and the 
Sydenhams Premier Division 
crown last season, writes 
PETER HOWARD. 

The former boss of 
14 seasons expec 
their reputation a 
Vase winners to fa 
low them into th 
new campaign. 

He said in a clu 
statement: “I hop 
you will get behin 
the new manage 
ment team and the 
lads. 

“We will be there 
to be shot at as our 
FA Vase fame pre¬ 
cedes us into the 
early season fix¬ 
tures.” 

The new Boatmen 
management pair of 
Mick Marsh and 
Dave Fear hav 
already made a seri 
of signings to offset the 
retirements of Vase 
heroes Lee Bright, 

Tyronne Bowers and 
Marc Diaper, as well as 
Mike Carter’s exit to 
Conference South side 
Gosport Borough. 

Among the new men in are 
former AFC Totton player 
Dammy Bada and Stuart Mott 
from Alresford. 

As well as that rallying cry. 
Diaper is working on things 
behind the scenes at the 
Silverlake Arena and expects to 
add a new member to the execu¬ 
tive board as well as looking for 


MORE NON-LEAGUE NEWS: SEE PAGE 40 
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Town squad 
starting to 
take shape 

ROMSEY Town manager James 
Phillips has confirmed eight players 
that he hopes will lead his side to 
promotion from Division 1 of the 
Sydenhams Wessex, writes 
PETER HOWARD. 

The Bypass Ground side were rel¬ 
egated from the Premier last term 
and are looking to bounce straight 
back up. 

The 21-year-old, who took charge 
of Romsey after co-bosses Carl 
Bennett and John McFarlane 
departed, had the nice headache of 
cutting his squad after 40 players 
turned-out for pre-season training. 

He’s completed that task ahead 
of the friendly against Stockbridge 
today (3pm). 

While Phillips admits there will be 
further rotation between the club’s 
development side and first team, 
he’s already selected eight players 
he feels will have a big say for 
Romsey this coming season. 

So far Phillips has Gareth 
Schultze, once a youth player at 
Eastleigh, who will fill the goalkeep¬ 
ing berth. 



JAMES PHILLIPS 


He will be protected by the 
defence - so far - of right back 
Brad Walsh, also of Spitfires youth 
fame, left back Dan Parker, recently 
signed from Folland Sports, and 
right back/centre half from 
Lymington Town, Jay Congo. 

The only remaining player from 
last season’s torrid campaign is 
Dorn Collicott, who makes up part 
of the midfield. 

Town’s midfield also includes for¬ 
mer AFC Totton and Eastleigh 
youngster Josh Harvey and ex- 
Lymington Town man Josh Ramsey 
as central players. 

The attacking responsibility lands 
on fellow new signings Pedro 
Carvalho and Indrit Elezi, the latter 
have signed from Wessex 1 rivals 
Ringwood. 

Phillips is now eager to see how 
his side fares at Stockbridge. 

He said: “I want the players to go 
out and enjoy playing. 

“This is the first opportunity to get 
a look at what the squad we’ve put 
together can do. 

“We’ve cut the squad and I’m 
happy with what I’ve got to use. 

“We’ll be keeping tabs on the 
squad to see if we’ve missed any 
hidden gems in the development 
squad.” 

Romsey’s development side will 
be in action at Lyndhurst at the 
same time as the first team. 
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Bittner 
bails out 

JAMES Bittner has joined the 
Salisbury City exodus and has joined 
League Two side Plymouth Argyle. 

The 32-year-old goalkeeper was at 
the Ray Mac in a player-coach 
capacity but has joined manager 
Mikey Harris, who joined Portsmouth 
earlier this month, and several players 
by exiting the financially stricken 
Whites, who still face uncertainty 
about what league they might play in 
next season. 

Bittner signed for the Pilgrims as 
the back-up goalkeeper to Luke 
McCormick after joining Salisbury at 
the beginning of last term. 

The stopper is Argyle manager 
John Sheridan’s seventh new signing 
of the close season. 

He has put pen to paper on a one- 
year contract with the Pilgrims and 
will wear the nol shirt. 



JAMES BITTNER 

Bittner made six starts and one 
substitute appearance for Salisbury 
City in the Conference Premier last 
season. 

He had signed for Newport County 
last summer, but soon left the South 
Wales club to join Harris at Salisbury 
in September. 

This deepens the problems at 
Salisbury after it was announced that 
they have been expelled from the 
Football Conference - subject to 
appeal. 

Among the other players to leave 
are Dan Fitchett, who has joined last 
season’s skipper Glenn Wilson at 
Aldershot Town. 

They’ve also seen the Sinclair 
brothers - Rob and Stuart - depart. 

Stuart Sinclair, voted supporters’ 
player-of-the-year, has been reunited 
with old boss Darren Clarke at Bristol 
Rovers, younger brother Rob has 
signed for Forest Green Rovers on a 
two-year deal and defender James 
Clarke has switched to Woking. 

They join a long list of players to 
have quit the crisis club in recent 
weeks, including ex-Saints striker 
Jamie White ,who has also joined 
Clarke at Bristol Rovers. 

Others to go are Brian Dutton 
(Havant & Waterlooville), Clovis 
Kamdjo (Forest Green), Luke Ruddick 
(Sutton Utd), Callum Hart (Sutton 
Utd), Glenn Wilson (Aldershot Town), 
Elliott Frear (Forest Green) and loanee 
Charlie Sheringham (Ebbsfleet Utd). 



“They 
( D i d c o t) 
looked pretty 
lively, it was a 
good opportunity 
for them to impress. 

“It was nice and solid [from 
Eastleigh]. 

“I’m happy with how all the play¬ 
ers did. We’ve had four days train¬ 
ing and we’ve done no sort of shape 
work. 

“There wasn’t a lot of shape, I 
wouldn’t expect there to be. I want¬ 
ed the lads to go out and express 
themselves and use it as a training 
exercise, which I think they did. 

“I’m trying to get a team where 
we’re strong at the back, we’re 
strong down the middle of the park 
and we’re strong upfront. 

“Yes there was a lot of rustiness, 
but overall it was pleasing.” 

Eastleigh are in action again 


today when they visit Marlow FC 
(3pm) and have their first home 
pre-season fixtures this week when 
they take on AFC Bournemouth on 
Tuesday night and then another 
against Swindon Town on 
Thursday - both 7.45 kick offs. 

Their busy pre-season schedule 
continues as they visit Billericay 
Town (July 22) and then welcome 
Crawley Town on July 26. 

Before the Conference Premier 
kick-off on August 9 at Nuneaton 
Town, they have further friendly 
games against St Albans July 29, 
Northampton Town 1 August and 
Southampton Development Squad 
on August 4. 


mmsmm 






EASTLEIGH manager Richard 
Hill was pleased with what he 
saw from his side as they 
beat Didcot Town 3-0 in a pre¬ 
season friendly. 

The Conference Premier new 
boys have made five signings as 
they prepare for next season and, 
after just four days back together 
training, following a short break 
they were back in match action in 
Oxfordshire. 

James Constable, Jack Midson, 
Paul Reid, Craig Stanley and Ben 
Wright have been added to the 
Spitfires ranks already. 

Constable, the former Oxford 
United striker, came off the bench 
to score twice, while Ben Wright 
started upfront after signing per¬ 
manently from financially stricken 
Salisbury City. 

Yemi Odubade netted the other 
as the Sivlerlake Stadium side 
cruised to victory. 

Reid, who signed on a two-year 
contract on a free from 
Northampton Town last month, 
also started in defence. 

“It was a good run out for us,” 
said manager 
Richard 
Hill. 


Gosport boss 
hits out at 
fixture fiasco 


ALEX Pike has questioned the wisdom of 
releasing the new Conference South fixture list 
hours before Salisbury City were expelled from 
the league. 

Salisbury had already been relegated from 
the premier division over unpaid debts but 
have now been kicked out entirely - subject to 
appeal. 

That decision would have a major knock-on 
effect, with Gosport Borough facing the 
prospect of losing the potentially lucrative 
August bank holiday Monday fixture against 
the troubled club. 

Borough boss Pike 
said: “If the decision 
stands and 
Salisbury aren’t 
allowed back in, 
it could lose us 
upwards of 
£15,000 if we 
lose that fixture. 

“I hope for the 
Salisbury fans 
that it’s not the 
case, but I fear it 
might be. 

“The conference is 
the most professional 
league I have 

ever dealt with ALEX PIKE 
but in this 

instance, they have been so amateur. 

“They have extended deadlines and should 
have had all of this ratified by the AGM. Clubs 
like Gosport could lose a lot of money. 

“Are they going to compensate us for that? 

‘I just find it amazing that they have pub¬ 
lished the fixture list before the issue was 
resolved. It’s a mess.” 

Borough face Havant over the Christmas and 
New Year period again as they travel to West 
Leigh Park on Boxing Day and then host them 
at Privett Park on January 1. 

The home clash was postponed last season 
because of a waterlogged pitch. 

But Pike is hopeful that will not be the case 
this time around with £120,000 spent on a new 
pitch over the close season. 

He said: ‘Hopefully we can cope with what¬ 
ever this winter throws at us now.’ 



B&L to take 
on new boys 

BLACKFIELD & Langley welcome Sydenhams 
Premier Division newcomers Andover Town on 
the opening day of the 2014/15 season. 

The 2012/13 champions take on Neil 
Benson’s Town, who finished runners-up in the 
Wessex One last term. 


Sydenhams Premier Division opening fix¬ 
tures: 

Friday, August 1 

Christchurch v Verwood Town 
Fawley v Lymington Town 
Folland Sports v AFC Portchester 

Saturday, August 2 

Winchester City v Bournemouth 
Moneyfields v Alresford Town 
Horndean v Hamworthy United 
Fareham Town v Whitchurch 
Brockenhurst v Newport IOW 
Blackfield & Langley v Andover Town 
Bemerton Heath v Petersfield Town 


MORE NON-LEAGUE NEWS ONLINE: WWW.DA1LYECHO.CO.UK 
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BLACKFIELD WANT 
TO WIN BACK TITLE 


I 






BLACKFIELD & Langley 
boss John Robson has 
completed a series of 
eye-catching signings 
that he hopes will put his 
side in contention to win 
the Sydenhams Premier 
Division next season. 

The Gang Warily-based out¬ 
fit are looking to win back the 
crown they lost to Sholing last 
season and have completed a 
rebuild of epic proportions. 

Top of the list is Jamie 
Musselwhite from AFC 
Portchester, who scored on 
his pre-season debut on 
Tuesday as Blackfield won 1-0 
against Hamble Club at home. 

The prolific Wessex marks¬ 
man, once of Folland Sports 
and Sholing, scored more than 
20 goals for Portchester last 
term and is highly regarded as 
a quality forward. 

He was known at Folland 
Park as Batman with his part¬ 
ner up front with ‘Robin’, 
Ashley Jarvis. 

Jarvis recently 
re-signed for the 
Hamble club 
from Sholing. 

Robson played 
with Musselwhite’s 
dad, Bob, at 
Waterlooville and Bognor 
during his playing days and 
is pleased to have sealed the 
striker’s services. 

“Jamie is a top striker at this 
level,” he said. 

“He’s a superb player and a 
top marksman at this level. 

“I played with his father and 
there are definitely similari¬ 
ties. 

“Jamie is a powerful centre 
forward.” 

Bemerton Heath Harlequins 
pair Danny Young and Kane 
O’Keefe have also signed 
Wessex forms with Blackfield. 

They depart from Ian 
Chalk’s side having been 
mainstays in the Harlequins 
starting XI for the past four 
seasons. 

Young scored ten goals last 




season as Bemerton finished 
seventh. The duo are joined in 
midfield by veteran Steve 
Ledger, who played for 
Hampshire Premier League 
outfit Paulsgrove last season. 

The defensive additions 
include Richard Jackson, the 
highly sought-after 

Bournemouth Poppies player 
who was linked with a move 
to Hamworthy, and Nick 
Taylor from Fareham Town. 

Blackfield had previously 
snapped up keeper Gareth 
Barfoot from AFC Totton and 
promising youngster Josh 
Hanratty, who was tracked by 
Premier League club Aston 
Villa and AFC Bournemouth. 

They join former-Saint 
Kevin Gibbens, Satora Okado, 
Neil Williams, Ben Kelly and 
Morris Stewart, who all have 
re-signed from last season. 

“We want to be aiming as 
high possible and the sign¬ 
ings we’ve got will 
enable us to that,” 
said Robson. 

“The aim H 

is to win 
t h 


league and 
we’ve made an 
excellent start by get¬ 
ting these players to join 
the club.” 

The influx of quality players 
at Gang Warily is stark con¬ 
trast to the mess the club 
found itself in last season. 

Following a disagreement 
between former manager 
Glenn Burnett and director of 
football and financial backer 
Sam Davies, the club’s season 
faltered. 

Top-scorer Alex 

Baldacchino and defender TJ 
Cuthbertson joined Burnett at 
Sholing. 

Experienced midfielder 
Gibbens then took-over on 
temporary basis as a player- 
manager, helping Blackfield 
to a sixth place finish. 

B&L are back in pre-season 
action today at home to Fleet 
Town (3pm). 


BIG SIGNING: 

Jamie Musselwhite, 
main pic, has been 
snapped up by 
Blackfield boss 
John Robson, 
below. 






_ 
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Big ambitions after Robson’s rebuild 
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John feels 
for Harris 

BLACKFIELD and Langley boss 
John Robson has had former 
Salisbury boss Mikey Harris on his 
mind in recent weeks, while the 
Wiltshire club lurches from one cri¬ 
sis to another. 

Harris exited the Ray Mac at the 
end of last month, landing himself a 
job at Portsmouth in a youth coach¬ 
ing capacity at the under-18s. 

And Robson, good friends with 
the 29-year-old after working along¬ 
side him at the Whites in 2008, is 
gutted that Harris was unable to 
continue his good work at the club. 

Robson said: “Mikey loved 
Salisbury and I’m sure he would 
have loved to carry on. 

“I know he’d want to see through 
all the hard work he’s done. 

“They finished 12th last season, 
there was a lot more work for him 
to do and he would have completed 
that. 

“He’s an intelligent guy and he’s 
very clued up, I’m sure he’ll thrive in 
his new job at Portsmouth. 

“I spent a long time at Salisbury 
and its upsetting to see the club in 
the way it is. 

“It’s awful to see someone (Otail 
Touzar) buy the club and then com¬ 
pletely abandon it. 

“I spoke to Mikey a couple of 
days ago to wish him well in his 
new job.” 

Field host 
Swindon 

SYDENHAMS Premier Division new 
boys Petersfield Town welcome 
Swindon Town to Love Lane next 
Tuesday (7.45). 

The League One side will field their 
first-team against Ian Saunders’s side, 
who won the Wessex One crown last 
term. 

Saunders said: “The friendly is fan¬ 
tastic for our club. It gives the commu¬ 
nity of Petersfield something to look 
forward to 

“We very rarely get a professional 
team playing in the town. 

“It is also a great opportunity for my 
players to experience the tempo and 
ability that we all strive to achieve. 

“It is also good to build relationships 
with professional clubs and we hope 
this fixture will be the start of an annu¬ 
al alliance.” 

Swindon finished two places off the 
play-offs in the third-tier last season 
and will also be travelling to Eastleigh 
on Thursday (7.45) and welcome 
Saints (21/07) as they warm-up for the 
new campaign. 

The new-promoted Rams are being 
hotly tipped to do well in the Wessex 
next term. 

Gates open at 6.30pm. Tickets on 
the night cost £5 for adults and £2 for 
children and OAPs. 
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Bennett brings 
in five more 

WHITCHURCH have contin¬ 
ued their summer signing 
spree by adding a series of 
players to the squad this 
week. 

New manager Carl Bennett, 
pictured below, has already 
brought in goalkeeper Brad 
Snelling, Jack Garner and 
Danny Phillips from his for¬ 
mer charges Romsey. 

Now he’s snapped up more 
former Bypass boys - Ryan 
Lambert, defender Josh 
Green and midfielder Jack 
McCarthy. 

He’s also added Mitch Fear 
from Sholing, son of new co¬ 
manager Dave Fear, and 



Elliot Parker - the 21-year- 
old right back or centre half 
arrives after returning from 
university in Plymouth. 

The Jamboys’ pre-season 
fixtures start today when 
they visit Hampshire 
Premier League Otterbourne 
(3pm) before travelling to 
Hamble Club on Tuesday 
(July 15) and Lyndhurst on 
Saturday (July 19). 

They then go to play 
Bishops Sutton, who are 
based near Bristol, on July 
26, and round-off the pre¬ 
season programme against 
Gillingham Town on July 29. 

Sholing add 
to backline 

SHOLING have added 
Blackfield & Langley defen¬ 
sive pair Jack Smith and 
Mike Byrne to the squad 
ahead of the Southern 
Leapie 
Division 
One 

South & 

West sea¬ 
son. 

Full 
back 

Smith and 
centre 
back 
Byrne 
won’t be 
available 
for the 
friendly 
against Guernsey tomorrow 
(Sunday) as they are both 
away on holiday. 

Fellow new signings 
Nathan Lynch, pictured 
above, and Stuart Mott are 
available for action howev¬ 
er. 



Adam Rant 






BLUNDERS: 

David Luiz. 


Luiz & Co missing pro 


Professional sport is all about fine margins. 

It is generally a given that most pros are tal¬ 
ented, and they will work hard. 

What makes the difference is those little 
extra things, and the most vital one of all is 
mental. 

You have to have the strength and compo¬ 
sure to perform when the pressure is on. If 
you cannot do that then you crumble and the 


results can be very damaging indeed. 

We saw the perfect, most high profile illus¬ 
tration of this as Brazil were battered 7-1 by 
Germany in the World Cup semi-finals. It was 
scarcely believable. 

Much talk was about how Brazil had relied 
upon the missing duo of Thiago Silva and 
Neymar, and while that might just about have 
been an excuse for a defeat, it was no excuse 


for such a sorry thrashing. 

Quite simply, Brazil proved they were weak 
mentally, and were ruthlessly taken apart. 

Their utter lack of discipline in previous 
matches had just about been covered over 
somehow, but that was never likely to be 
the case when they came up against a gen¬ 
uinely good international side such as 
Germany. 




AS A damp eyed Roger Federer 
trudged off of centre court on 
Sunday evening, there was 
a feeling it was the end of 
an era. 

We have been there before with 
Federer, and perhaps that makes it 
unwise to make any rash and sweep¬ 
ing statements, but this felt like it 
might be the last potential high of a 
glorious career. 

For the previous few hours he 
had toiled opposite Novak 
Djokovic. 

His Serbian opponent may well have 
been five years his junior, but you 
wouldn’t often have known it. 

That Federer was supposedly 
past it and Djokovic in his tennis 
prime was certainly not visible from 
the game being played out. 

It was a great final in many ways as 
the momentum shifted one way and 
then the other, often changing on a single 
point, and then moving back again moments later. 

In the end, however, Federer, pictured, couldn’t 
hold back the tide quite long enough. 

As he trooped off the court, though, he must 
have been wondering exactly the same as the 
rest of us. 

Namely, was this one last chance to win a 
Grand Slam now gone? 

Time will tell of course but, even being 
as big a Federer fan as you can be, 

Adam Rant has to admit it might well 
have been. 

What makes that statement somewhat 
remarkable in many ways is that just a 
fortnight previously few would have 
believed that Federer would make it 
through to another big final. 

His career has looked to be flagging 
at the very highest level for a number 
of years. There have been some real 
low points in among it when you have 
almost found yourself hoping he 
retired and ended the pain. 

Yet Federer knew best. 

Fie knew there was more in his 
locker, and his love of the sport and 


of the challenge 
of winning, even 
more so when 
your back is 
against the wall, 
continued to 
motivate him. 

To have 

reached another 
Wimbledon final 
must have felt like 
such an incredible 
pay-off for that solid 
self belief he main¬ 
tained. 

The truth is that 
Federer’s run to the final, 
while impressive, was kind. 

In the same way that the stars 
aligned when Andy Murray won his 
Wimbledon title, his path to that final 
Sunday being cleared by shock after 
shock as the seeds tumbled, so too 
Federer found something similar. 

Nadal went out early, Wawrinka didn’t 
look fit when they played, Raonic was 
yerawed by the occasion. 

The question really is whether Federer can 
either recapture his best form once more or 
whether everything will conspire so perfectly again. 
Adam Rant is pretty confident that Federer will keep 
on trying, even if it is only for one more year. 

It wouldn’t be a total surprise if he just clings on long 
enough for a shot at the Olympics too. 

If he’d have lifted the Wimbledon title on Sunday, you 
wonder whether that might have been enough, a 
crowning glory to finish on. 

But then Federer’s mind doesn’t operate like most 
normal people. Fie doesn’t follow the same logic. 

^ If he did then he would already have retired, with his 
massive stash of cash, 17 Grand Slam titles and tag of the 
greatest player of all time neatly tucked away. 

The legacy he is leaving now, though, is almost as impres¬ 
sive as all of that. 

Fie is showing us what being a true champion is all about. 

It’s not just going out and bowling people over when you are 
in your prime, it’s about how much you care about and love 
your sport, about competing when the odds are against you. 
And, what’s more, doing it with style, class and dignity. 
Federer’s decision to carry on playing has been fully justified. 
His place in history is more secure now than it’s ever been. 


• See back page for more 
non-league football. 
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wi th Adam Leitch 


Adam Rant 

sport’s vital ingredient 


There is a certain mystery and aura 
around Brazil. 

It’s those yellow shirts, the image of 
football on the beach and in the streets, 
the memories of the great teams and the 
great players. 

There is certainly a lot of romanticism 
surrounding them, and it’s easy to get 
caught up in it. 


Many clubs and managers do, signing 
Brazilian players almost on the back of 
them being Brazilian, rather than judging 
them in the same way as every other 
player would be. 

It is probably the only sensible way to 
justify the career of David Luiz, who is so 
often found wanting at the very top level. 

If you were a teammate of his, he 


would drive you bonkers as he strolls all 
over the pitch. 

Many of his mistakes were a massive 
part of Brazil’s downfall. 

This guy has been at Chelsea and has 
now been sold for a ridiculous £50m fee 
to PSG. Unbelievable. 

And how about Fred? He looked as if 
his feet were nailed to the pitch. 


To be fair the whole side was a sorry 
shambles. 

Germany put the pressure on, Brazil 
obviously felt they couldn’t compete 
without their two best players and they 
capitulated in the most spineless of fash¬ 
ions. 

It goes to show what a difference a 
strong mind makes at the very top level. 


fall off a bike at relatively 
high speeds they will now just 
how painful it is. 

Chris Froome’s injuries are 
about as nice as they get with¬ 
out being serious - and, boy, 
does that chafe for a few 
weeks - but Cavendish is out 
of Le Tour entirely with his 
shoulder problem. 

That is some commitment to 
the cause if he went down 
deliberately. 

Very hard to believe, 
though. 



The Hate Game 
By Ben Dirs 


Sports book of the month price: £6.95, 
saving 20% on rrp 

BOXING’S greatest contests are, 
inevitably, those where the protagonists 
genuinely dislike each other. 

We saw it recently in the two meetings 
between Carl Froch and George Groves 
when the hard faced, nose-to-nose, pre¬ 
fight grimace and unbroken stare were 
for real, not for the cameras. Whenever 
there’s an undercurrent of deep dislike, 
these preliminaries don’t necessarily 
encourage us to watch the fight - they 
confirm the bad blood and make it 
essential viewing. 

Think Ali v Frazier, Tyson v anyone 
and, as we’re reminded once again, 

Nigel Benn and Chris Eubank. No won¬ 
der Ben Dirs’ excellent account of their 
enduring rivalry is called The Hate 
Game. 

Published in hardback last year, The 
Hate Game has been released in paper¬ 
back to a hopefully much wider audi¬ 
ence. Mike Costello’s short foreword 
provides a sumptuous taster, telling 
readers that Dirs has brought together 
“all the duckers and divers and dream¬ 
ers and schemers whose input, from the 
centre to the periphery, created and 
then exaggerated the antagonism that 
captivated a nation.” How could you not 
immerse yourself in Dirs’ wonderful nar¬ 
rative after that? 

Fortunately, Ben Dirs hits the floor run¬ 
ning, tran¬ 
scribing a 
television 
interview in 
which pre¬ 
senter Nick 
Owen 
plays the 
role of ref¬ 
eree. Even 
in these 
earliest 
exchanges 
(Eubank 
had just 
enjoyed a 
comfort¬ 
able victory; Benn was in the studio), 
you sense the pair’s tangible, bitter 
enmity. As Eubanks’ manager, Barry 
Hearn says later in the book, “the hatred 
was real. It wasn’t to sell tickets.” 

When all of the pre-fight ‘flim-flam’ and 
talking was done, the two met in a 
Birmingham ring for the first time in 
1990. Not surprisingly, it was brutal. 

More surprising is the account of how 
Benn was more than six pounds over¬ 
weight on the morning of the fight. The 
boxer maintains that he stayed in his 
hotel room and watched a Marlon 
Brando movie, but Dirs suggests other¬ 
wise with an explanation which high¬ 
lights the remarkable extent of his 
research. 

The pair would meet for a second 
time. It was just as intense, the hatred 
just as real, although the contest was 
nowhere near as good as their first 
encounter. 

Ben Dirs has written a fine account of 
one of British boxing’s pivotal rivalries 
and though the pair may smile at each 
other nowadays, you sense they’re still 
the best of enemies. 

QUIZ QUESTION: 

We’ve teamed up with Sports Book of 
the Month & have a copy of THE HATE 
GAME to give away. 

To win this week’s sports book, go to 
their website [sportsbookofthemonth.com) 
and answer the following question: 

Who is the current British mid¬ 
dleweight boxing champion? 


LOVSPU 
SEEMS 





IT WAS great to see Saints wrap up a 
first signing under Ronald Koeman 
in the shape of Dusan Tadic. 

It feels as if it has been one depressing 
tale after another at Saints this sum¬ 
mer. 

Even the most ardent of fans have 
finally given up the incorrect diatribe 
about this being some sort of media 
conspiracy. The former manager and 
players genuinely wanted to leave, as 
had been said all along. 

But the one thing about football is 
that, for better or worse, it always 
moves on. 

For every Dejan Lovren who wants 
out, there will be a Tadic who wants in. 

All you can hope as fans is the players that 
come in quickly settle and are at least as 
good as the ones they have replaced. 

As for Lovren’s comments, they were 
pretty pointed to say the least. 

What a lot of fans do not realise is that this is 
how a lot of transfer business is conducted - just 
normally behind closed doors. When you hear of 
^ player power and people 
trying to force moves 



TADIC 


through, this is what is going on. 

The difference in Lovren’s case is that it has 
been made public. 

However, don’t for one second think this 
isn’t happening all the time, and that will 
include players Saints sign doing that to 
the clubs they buy from too. 

With Saints keen not to sell any fur¬ 
ther players after letting three big 
names go already, Lovren does 
appear to have taken the decision to 
make his position at Saints untenable 
so he gets his move. It will probably 
work too, as he cannot return now. 
Sad though it all is, Saints fans need 
to look to the future. 

Koeman has achieved a lot more than 
Pochettino had done before he arrived, 
as a player and a manager, while 
there are sure to be a host of 
new arrivals to follow 
in the impressive 
looking Tadic. 

It might be hard to . 
get too excited just 
yet, but there’s also 
no reason to feel 
too down. 


/ 




ive jibe so hard to believe 


THE Tour de France started 
in Britain and it was fantastic 
to see such large crowds come 
out to watch what is in effect 
about 20 seconds of bikes just 
whizzing past you. 

There were plenty of thrills 
and spills too. 

Mark Cavendish’s early 
crash was perhaps the most 


FALL: Mark Cavendish. 


dramatic of the lot. 

With that came a remark¬ 
able accusation from rival 
Alexander Kristoff that he 
somehow did it on purpose. 

There didn’t seem to be a lot 
of reasoning why that would 
be the case, perhaps it got lost 
in translation somewhere. 

Why on earth would any¬ 
body deliberately want to 
throw themselves from a bike 
when they were travelling at 
such fast speeds? 

If anybody has ever taken a 
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GLORIOUS 

GOODWOOD 

29 JULY - 2 AUGUST 

Tickets or hospitality 01243 216610 

www.goodwood.com 




Convert your 
unwanted clothes 
to cash instantly 


55p/kg, 
£5.50/1 Okg 

300 Shirley Road, 
Southampton, 
Hampshire S015 3HL 

Opening times 

is Mon-Fri 9am-5pm, 

Sat 9am-1 pm 

www.cash4clothes.me.uk 
Tel: 0173 777 2052 



CABOT GALLERIES 

Sponsoring emerging artists across the UK 


Free Photography Exhibition at 


TRAVEL OFFERS 


#ABTA 


QUEENS KEEP 
14 CUMBERLAND PLACE 
SOUTHAMPTON 


Featuring photographs by 
Anna Marshall, Georgina Rodgers 
and Michael Hibberd 



The Exhibition will he Open to the public 
between 10 am and 12 noon on Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fridays or by appointment 
on any working day during normal hours 
up to 15th August 2014 

Cahot Galleries Limited 
Tel: 0117 920 0099 
e-mail: info@cahotgalleries.co.uk 
weh: www.cahotgalleries.co.uk 
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Newsquest 

accepts all 
major credit 
cards... 




CASH PRIZE 
EVERY WEEK 

Runner-up will win at least £1,000 

Daily Echo 
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Over 50s car insurance 


Driving down the cost 

of car insurance 


3 out 5 could save money on their 



Pop in for a quote at: 

Age UK Hampshire & IW (Portsmouth) 
The Bradbury Centre 
16-18 Kingston Road 
Portsmouth, POl 5RZ 


O' 


You can also call your local 
Age UK office or go online: 

0800 032 9411 * 

www.ageukinsurance.com 

Buying from Age UK helps us make later life a better life 


age uk 

Love later life 


Age UK Car Insurance is provided by Ageas Insurance Limited. 

66% of the time, Age UK Car Insurance is cheaper than the average (median) of a range 
of competing quotes obtained from leading car insurers and brokers. Source: independent 
research conducted by Premium Research - April 2014. Full details are available 
online at www.ageuk.org.uk/insuranceterms 

*If you call the 0800 number and your local office is not available, your call will be answered 
by Age UK Enterprises or Ageas Insurance Limited. Age UK Enterprises Limited is a commercial 
services arm of Age UK (registered charity number 1128267) and donates its net profits to Age UK. 
Age UK is a registered trademark. The use of the name and logo ‘Age UK’ is done so under licence 
agreement between Age UK and Age UK Enterprises Limited. Promoter: Age UK Enterprises 
Limited, Tavis House, 1-6 Tavistock Square, London WC1H 9NA. M4609V1APR14-SL113315_14_1 



Call NOW 


mnmumMEmn 

‘Caring for you’ 


Lift and 
reclining 


BOUGHT AND SOLD 

• HIRE FACILITIES 

• FULL MAINTENANCE 

• BATH LIFTS 


• USED EQUIPMENT 


Southampton 023 8055 7777 


www.disabledaids.org.uk 


Independence Building, Belgrave Road, Southampton SO 17 3ES 
tel: 023 8055 7777 

or Unit 4, The Industrial Business Centre, Grange Road, Christchurch 
tel: 01425 270666 

Finance arranged subject to status 




£500 

OFF - 


Electric Rediners 

(Dual Motor) Now from only: 

£ 879.00 


up TO 

; HALF 

\ PRICE 


Big Reductions on stock 

Electric Beds from only: £725 


Pont 

FURNISHINGS 


Rugs from: 

Big Savings on Occasional Lights from: £59 
Bedding, Cushions, Ready Made Curtains, Blinds & Carpets 

T: 023 8044 0303 

www.pont-furnishings.co.uk 

sales@pont-furnishings.co.uk 
7 Victoria Road, Woolston, Southampton SOI 9 9DY 
Open: Mon-Sat: 9am to 5pm * on selected 3 piece suites 



HAMPSHIRE COUNTY 


NEW 


FOREST 


SHOW 


29th, 30th & 31st July 2014 

New Park, Brockenhurst 
10% off advanced tickets bought online before 21st July 

Tel: 01590 622409 

newforestshow.co.uk 
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Youth. Football 


SATURDAY, JULY 12, 2014 




ALL SMILES: QK Southampton Black under-eights. 

Order: 18844942 



GREEN MACHINE: Hythe & Dibden B team. 

Order: 18844886 



Order: 18844998 





MORE than 115 youth football teams from 
across the south pitted their wits against 
each other at the Fawley Falcons six-a¬ 
side tournament last weekend 

The event, which was the biggest it has ever 
been this year, saw some scintillating football 
from teams aged from under-eights up to under- 
16s. 

The Sholing teams were the big winners on the 


day, as Sholing Whites captured both the under- 
ten and under-11 titles and Sholing Youth took 
the under-13 crown. 

AFC Portchester’s young guns were tri¬ 
umphant in the under-nine age group and Hythe 
and Dibden’s A team won out in the under-12s. 

Christchurch Youth won the under-14 competi¬ 
tion and Meon Milton won the under-15 trophy. 
Mudeford Phoenix Flames won the under-16 
girls event. 


_ 


ON THE BALL: AFC Stoneham, 


Order: 18844924 


Order: 18844831 
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ORDER PICTURES ONLINE: www.dailyecho.co.11k 
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Youth. Football 






STRIKERS: Hythe Strikers Orange under-eights. 

Order: 18844906 




WHAT A DAY: Fawley Falcons at 
their six-a-side youth tournament 
at the QEII Recreation Ground in 
Blackfield. Order: 1 8844622 


_ 


KITTED OUT: Fordingbridge Turks under-12s. 


Order: 18844811 


Order: 18844640 


ORANGE FEVER: Hythe Strikers Orange under-12s. 


Order: 18844584 


ORDER PICTURES ONLINE: www.dailyecho.co.iik 






























































Hampshire 

fixtures 2014 


April 

6 Worcestershire (CC) .Ageas Bowl 

Hampshire 263 (Ervine 93, Adams 67) and 
27-1 drew with Worcestershire 350-7 (Coles 
3-58) 

13 Gloucestershire (CC) .Bristol 

Hampshire 422 (J Vince 144, A Wheater 82) 
and 215-2 (M Carberry lOOno, J Vince 58no) 
beat Gloucestershire 302 (K Abbott 5-67, J 
Tomlinson 4-68) and 322 by eight wickets. 

20 Derbyshire (CC) .Derby 

Hampshire 328 (W Smith 70, J Gatting 67) 
and 236-3 (J Adams 84, J Vince 50no, M 
Carberry 47) drew with Derbyshire 399 (K 
Abbott 4-84). 

27 Surrey (CC).Ageas Bowl 

Hampshire 400-6 (J Vince 156, J Adams 65) 
drew with Surrey 99-2. 

May 

5 Cardiff MCCU (Uni) .Ageas Bowl 

Hampshire 383-8 dec (L McManus 108) and 
212-3 dec (L McManus 106*) drew with 
Cardiff 173 all out and 165-4. 

11 Glamorgan (CC).Ageas Bowl 




CASTLE 


flfci 

, ®yf 


SATURDAY, JULY 12, 2014 
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Hampshire Cricket b ± 


DAILY ECHO 


CHAMPIONSHIP TONS: 

James Vince. 

Glamorgan 234 (S Ervine 3-36, M Coles 3-39, 
K Abbott 3-66) & 187 (J Tomlinson 3-40, K 
Abbott 3-43) lost to Hampshire 345 (M 
Carberry 66, L Dawson 64, J Vince 61) & 68- 
4 by 6 wickets. 


16 Glamorgan (t20).Ageas Bowl 

Glamorgan 161-7 (Briggs 3-23) beat 
Hampshire 151-6 by 10 runs. 

18 Leicestershire (CC) .Leicester 


Hampshire 332-10 (Vince 70, Wheater 57, 
Adams 40, Ervine 40, Abbott 40) & 338-9 dec 
(Smith 46, Gatting 44, Vince 56, Wheater 46, 
Coles 83) beat Leicestershire 296-10 (Abbott 
4-55, Tomlinson 4-49) & 96-10 (Briggs 4-13, 
Coles 3-24) by 278 runs. 

23 Sussex (t20).Hove 

Hampshire 177-5 (Vince 52) beat Sussex 
159-5 by 18 runs. 

25 Middlesex (t20) .Northwood 

Hampshire 198-2 (Vince 68, Shah 49) beat 
Middlesex 151-9 (Briggs 3-20) by 47 runs. 

30 Essex (t20) .Ageas Bowl 

Essex 145-5 lost to Hampshire 146-2 (J 
Vince 57no, O Shah 50no) by eight wickets. 

June 

Continued on facing page 


WHEN Hampshire last played at 
Colchester, they lost while their captain 
was doing his best to stop England win¬ 
ning one of the great Ashes Tests. 

Tomorrow, they will be back at the Castle 
Park Cricket Ground for a crucial LV County 
Championship match without their latest over¬ 
seas bowler, Kyle Abbott. 

Shane Warne took 4-31 at Trent Bridge on 
August 28, 2005, a spell ultimately in vain as 
England secured a dramatic three-wicket win 
thanks to the cool heads of Ashley Giles and 
Matthew Hoggard, before securing the urn 
with a draw at The Oval a week later. 

While all that was going on, Hampshire 
were losing to Essex by 12 runs, a result that 
helped condemn the county to relegation 
from the first division of the 45-over totesport 
League. 

Promotion in the Championship is 
Hampshire’s goal when they return to 
Colchester this week. 

The next four days will go help determine the 
outcome of what is becoming a fascinating bat¬ 
tle for a top-two finish. 

Win and Essex are surely out of the promo- 


Simon Walter 


Simon. walter@dailyecho .co.uk 

CRICKET REPORTER 


V * 


tion hunt but a defeat for Hampshire would 
bring their hosts into the race for a first divi¬ 
sion place. 

Hampshire are still second after holding on 
for a draw against Gloucestershire on 
Thursday, but Surrey have narrowed the gap 
to a single point (albeit having played a game 
more) after beating Glamorgan at Colwyn 
Bay - the pre-season favourites’ third big 
win in four games. 

Had Hampshire not drawn at The Oval the 
week before last they would be playing catch¬ 
up, but the good news is their destiny is in their 
own hands. 

The bad news is they will be without Kyle 
Abbott, pictured right, who flew to Sri Lanka 
on Thursday night for South Africa’s two-Test 
tour. 

Hampshire are looking into the option of 
using Nathan Rimmington, who has initially 
just been signed for the limited-overs formats, 


but Glenn Maxwell is more likely to play, hav¬ 
ing done so when Abbott was rested for the 
Championship game against division two lead¬ 
ers Worcestershire at New Road last month, 
when Hampshire again did well to hang on for 
a draw. 

Abbott has not been at his best in the last two 
Championship games (1-157 from 47 overs), but 
his 36 wickets at 20.3 have gone a long way to 
putting Hampshire in the promotion hunt. 

It will be fascinating to see how Hampshire 
cope without him. 

Much will depend on James 
Tomlinson, who has enjoyed 
sharing the new ball with 
the South African interna¬ 
tional, but will take on 
more responsibility over 
the next four days. 
“Everyone’s known we’ve 
j been crying out for a leader 
' of the attack for a good two 
or three years and Kyle’s 
been brilliant,” said the 32 
year-old left-armer, who 
has taken 32 wickets 
at 26.1 this sea- 
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Hampshire Cricket Spotlight 



MORE RESPONSIBILITY: 

James Tomlinson will lead 
Hampshire’s attack in the 
absence of Kyle Abbott. 



UNHAPPY HUNTING GROUND: Hampshire have 
lost on five of their last six visits to the Castle Park 


Ground. Picture courtesy of ECN Newspapers 

'J 


“He’s exactly what we’ve needed and every¬ 
thing we hoped for. My job in the team is so 
much clearer this year because we’ve got Kyle 
Abbott. I don’t feel under pressure to take 
wickets, I feel pressure to bowl well for Kyle 
Abbott. 

“I don’t think that will change at Colchester, 
it will be a case of bowling well as a team and 
trying to shut that scoreboard down, which is a 
very underrated thing.” 

Liam Dawson and Matt Coles will return, 
probably in place of Joe Gatting and David 
Balcombe. 

Dawson has recovered from the groin injury 
that has kept him out for nearly two months, 
while Coles was rested from this week’s game 
against Gloucestershire. 

Hampshire coach Dale Benkenstein is hoping 
for an improvement in the four-day form of 
Coles, whose 21 Championship wickets have 
come at 31.6 apiece (the former Kent star 
secured a three-year contract with 21 at 24 
apiece during his loan spell at the end of last 
season). 

“Coles has to lift his game a bit, but he’s now 
the new-ball bowler which might give him the 
lift that he needs,” said Benkenstein. “We defi¬ 
nitely don’t have the quality without Kyle but 


it’s an opportunity for him to take that respon¬ 
sibility.” 

Recent history will not be on Hampshire’s 
side this week. 

Home to Colchester CC, the attractive Castle 
Park Ground used to be a happy hunting 
ground for Hampshire. 

They did not lose any of their first five 
Championship matches there and won by an 
innings and 62 runs (Mead 178*, Kennedy 5-38) 
in 1920, by eight wickets (Kennedy 7-37, 
Remnant 8-61) a year later and by ten wickets 
(Neville Rogers 100, Charlie Knott 9-146, Jim 
Bailey 11-95) in 1948. 

But they have lost on five of their last six vis¬ 
its and suffered one of the biggest defeats in the 
club’s history when they last visited Colchester 
in the Championship in 1995. 

Centuries from Graham Gooch, Nasser 
Hussain and Mark Waugh and an 11-wicket 
haul from Peter Such inflicted an innings-and- 
254-run defeat in one of Mark Nicholas’s last 
games as Hampshire’s captain. 

They were also comprehensively beaten, by 
eight wickets, in their previous Championship 
visit in 1984, when England new-ball stars Neil 
Foster (9-101) and John Lever (5-84) found the 
Colchester track to their liking. 



JIMMY ADAMS 


Adams hoping to 
make right call 


HAMPSHIRE captain Jimmy Adams 
is hoping to win his first toss in six 
LV County Championship games 
tomorrow. 

You have to go back to mid-May for 
the last time Adams won a toss and 
he has lost eight out of 11 overall 
this season. 

Had he made the right call more 
often, Hampshire may well be in an 
even stronger position in the promo¬ 
tion race. 

“Vincey keeps giving me a different 
coin each time but I keep telling the 
boys it’s fifty-fifty,” laughed Adams, 
who lost his fifth toss out of six at 
The Ageas Bowl before this week’s 
draw against Gloucestershire. 

“The opposition have been getting 
most of them right here,” he contin¬ 
ued. “It would be nice to win a toss 
at some point and then maybe we 
can have the best of the conditions. 
But that’s a bit of an excuse, you 
still have to play well. 

“It wouldn’t have mattered against 
Gloucestershire, had we got things 
right with the bat. Unfortunately we 
didn’t and if Tommo and Bales had¬ 
n’t got us out of jail it would have 
been a very tough few days.” 

Despite a tenth-wicket stand of 115 
between James Tomlinson and David 
Balcombe, the highest for the tenth 
wicket in either division of the 
County Championship this season, 
Hampshire still conceded a 207-run 
first-innings lead against 
Gloucestershire, after collapsing 
from 144-2 to 182-9. 

Hands were shaken when they 
reached 213-6 in their second 
innings. They were fortunate that 
more than two sessions were lost to 
rain. 

“We never got out of the blocks and 
Gloucestershire outplayed us,” 
admitted Adams. “We’ve drawn a 
few games in the last few weeks 
where we’ve got out of jail. 

“But with five games left we’re still 
in a good position. We’re trying not 
to worry too much about what the 
others are doing but every game now 
is going to be tough. 

“Hopefully we can get a better start 
in the next four-dayer.” 


8042 4482 OR EMAIL simon.waltei@daUyecho.co.uk 


Hampshire 

fixtures 2014 

1 Derbyshire (CC) .Ageas Bowl 

Hampshire 388 (A Wheater 87, W Smith 82, J 
Adams 60, M Bates 50) & 214-5 dec (J 
Adams 67) drew with Derbyshire 257 (D 
Briggs 5-50, K Abbott 3-48) & 107-8 (J 
Tomlinson 3-16). 

5 Kent (t20) .Ageas Bowl 

Hampshire 171-7 (M Carberry 73, J Adams 
47) bt Kent 144-4 (D Briggs 3-28) by 27 runs. 

8 Worcestershire (CC) .New Road 

Worcestershire 402-9 dec (D Balcombe 3-53) 
drew with Hampshire 219 (W Smith 67, J 
Vince 48) and 321-5 (M Carberry 125, G 
Maxwell 85). 

13 Somerset (t20) .Taunton 

Somerset 176-4 bt Hampshire 175-7 (M 
Carberry 38) by one run. 

15 Essex (CC) .Ageas Bowl 

Hampshire 286 & 440-3 dec (J Vince 240, W 
Smith 151 no) bt Essex 121 (K Abbott 5-44, J 
Tomlinson 3-25) & 135 (K Abbott 3-23) by 
470 runs. 

20 Gloucs (t20) .Ageas Bowl 

Hampshire 180-6 (J Adams 69no, J Vince 39) 
beat Gloucestershire 178-8 (W Smith 3-26) 
by two runs. 


CHRIS 

WOOD: 

4-24 v 
Kent in 
Nat West 
T20 Blast. 


25 Glamorgan (t20) .Cardiff 

Hampshire 170-6(M Carberry 59, J Adams 
52) bt Glamorgan 164-6 by 6 runs. 

27 Surrey (t20) .Oval 

Hampshire 131-9 lost to Surrey 137-2 by 
eight wickets. 

28 Surrey (CC) .Oval 

Surrey 474-8 and 13-0 drew with Hampshire 
354 all out (Smith 82, Ervine 80, Adams 79) 

July 



4Kent(t20).Canterbury 

Hampshire 173-9 beat Kent 126 all out 
(Wood 4-24) by 47 runs. 

6 Somerset (t20) .Ageas Bowl 

Somerset 155-4 beat Hampshire 116 all out 
by 39 runs. 

7 Gloucs (CC) .Ageas Bowl 

Hampshire 297 (Balcombe 65*) and 213-6 
(Vince 63) drew with Gloucestershire 504-8 
dec. 

11 Middlesex (t20).Ageas Bowl 

13 Essex (CC).Colchester 

18 Sussex (t20) .Ageas Bowl 

22 Essex (t20) .Chelmsford 

26 Derbyshire (RLC).Derby 

27 Lancashire (RLC).Old Trafford 

31 Gloucs (RLC).Bristol 


August 


6 Leicestershire (RLC).Ageas Bowl 

8 Northants (RLC).Ageas Bowl 

11 Worcs (RLC).Ageas Bowl 

13 Essex (RLC) .Chelmsford 

14 Sri Lanka A (Tour).Ageas Bowl 

15 Kent (CC).Canterbury 

21 Yorkshire (RLC).Ageas Bowl 

31 Leicestershire (CC).Ageas Bowl 

September 

15 Kent (CC) .Ageas Bowl 

23 Glamorgan (CC) .Cardiff 


Key: CC = county championship. t20 = 
NatWest t20 Blast. RLC = Royal London Cup 
(50 overs). 
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NEW MILTON: Standing (from left): Dan Loader, James Park, Matt Rose, Lee Beck, George Watts, Ashley Collinson, Tracy Langton. Seated: Nick 
Elliott, Nick Gargaro, Ryan Beck, Mark House, Nick Park. 


SHREWS SrmNG PRETTY 


South Wilts 
duo are top 
of the charts 

SOUTH Wilts aren’t only topping 
the Southern Electric Premier 
League - two of their players head 
the individual performance charts. 

Double centurion Tom Morton, 
who made hundreds against 
Burridge and Havant, is predictably 
the leading Premier Division run 
scorer, while teammate James 
Hibberd is leading wicket-taker. 

There’s just one run in it between 
Sarisbury Athletic skipper David 
Banks and Andover’s Dave Taylor 
in the Division 1 batting list. 

New Milton’s man-of-the-moment 
Nicky Elliott is the leading overall 
wicket-taker, with 19 victims. 

Leading SEPL performers 
Premier Division 
Batting: Tom Morton (South Wilts) 
354, Peter Hopson (Havant) 334, 
Joe Weatherley (Academy) 266, 
Jack Mynott (South Wilts) 256, Tom 
Alsop (South Wilts) 256, Tom Friend 
(Ventnor) 243, Tom Arnold (Totton) 
224, Richard Morris (Bashley Rydal) 
210 . 

Bowling: James Hibberd (South 
Wilts) 18, * Cameron Valente 
(Totton) 14, Sam Thomson (Bashley 
Rydal) 13, Darren Cowley 
(Lymington) 12, Darron Augustus 
(Totton) 11. 

Wicket-keeping: Dan Friedman 
(Bashley) 11, Tom Morton (South 
Wilts) 9. 

Division 1 

Batting: David Banks (Sarisbury 
Athletic) 294, David Taylor 
(Andover) 293, Dan Coombs 
(Basingstoke) 248, * Nono Pongolo 
(Hambledon) 238, * Byron Haycock 
(Andover) 235. Jordan Hobday 
(Hook & Newnham Basics) 222. 
Bowling: Nick Elliott (New Milton) 
19, * Kieran Geyle (Sarisbury 
Athletic) 16, Charles Janzur 
(Liphook) 15. 

Wicket-keeping: Josh Buckingham 
(Hook) 10, Ryan Beck (New Milton) 
9, Kieran Earl (Fawley) 9. 

Division 2 

Batting: Jack Hersh (Hartley 
Wintney) 249, Andrew Galliers 
(Havant II) 240, Josh Metcalfe 
(Totton II) 204, Ricky Yates 
(Rowledge) 202, Rob Newman 
(OTR) 202. 

Bowling: Alex Dilley (Sparsholt) 16, 

* Patrick Burns (Portsmouth) 16. 
Wicket-keeping: Adam Gough 
(Sparsholt) 8, Simon Carter (Hartley 
Wintney) 7, Ben Wish (Rowledge) 7. 

Division 3 

Batting: Mark Heffernan (Alton II) 
278, Jack Davies (P & S) 250, Tom 
Hockenhull (Fair Oak) 196, Steve 
Bucksey (Basingstoke) 196, Matt 
Benfield(P & S) 189. 

Bowling: Lee Partner (Alton II) 15, 
James Rapson (Bashley II) 15, Rhys 
Oxley (Fair Oak) 13, Tom Allam 
(Tichborne Park) 13, Dan King 
(Basingstoke) 13. 

Wicket-keeping: Andy Reynolds 
(Waterlooville) 9, Mark Heffernan 
(Alton II) 8, Nigel le Bas (Trojans) 8, 
Matt Smith (P & S) 8. 


UNEXPECTED defeats for 
Gosport Borough and 
Portchester strengthened unde¬ 
feated Shrewton’s position as 
Hampshire League County 
Division 1 leaders going into 
today’s tenth round of matches, 
writes MIKE VIMPANY. 

Cashing in on their good fortune of 
the previous week, when heavy rain 
saved them from almost certain 
defeat at Gosport - Shrewton were 
81-3 in response to the Borough’s 
319-7 when a storm hit - they com¬ 
fortably defeated Fareham & 
Crofton to open up what amounts to 
a 21-point lead at the top. 

That win, which coincided with 
Gosport stumbling at Purbrook, and 
Ventnor seconds overturning 
Portchester - put Shrewton in a 
handy position at the top. 

Only stand-in skipper Tom Kent, 
who held things together with a fine 
85 at the top of the order, made any 
real impression as Paul Clancy (3- 
31) and Marcus Jenkins (2-23) did 
the early damage. 

Stuart Cruse (3-26) and skipper 
Chris Brewer (2-30) weighed in as 
Fareham reached 180. 

It took Shrewton 30 overs to polish 
off the target - Will Sleeman (42) and 
Rich Barnett (22) laying the plat¬ 
form for Sam Gillott to make an 
unbeaten 72 and settle the match. 

Brisbane teenager Jacob Wilson 
notched his first century on English 
soil as Purbrook inflicted Gosport 
Borough’s second defeat of the sea¬ 


son at The Heath. 

He hit four sixes and 11 fours in his 
117, sharing century partnerships 
with skipper Martin Lee (50) and 
later Sean Figgins, who made 57 not 
out. 

Purbrook’s 245 proved beyond 
Gosport, who threatened at 143-4 - 
Michael Jenkins (46) and Tom 
Larner (30) - but collapsed to 170 all 
out against off-cutter Lee (4-34) and 
Wilson, who took a handy 2-27 with 
his off-breaks. 

Portchester’s prospects against 
Ventnor looked promising while the 
Locke brothers, Richard (60) and 
Curtis (71) shared a 108-second 
wicket partnership. 

But Portsmouth Grammar School 
teenager Jadon Buckeridge (4-32) 
created inroads and left Portchester 
reflecting on what might have been 
at 237-8. 

Rob Snell led the Ventnor charge, 
hitting an 11-four 97. 

It wasn’t all straight forward as 
wickets tumbled before David 
Bevan got them across the line. 

Shrewton weren’t the only side to 
prosper - Lymington seconds 
leapfrogged into a potential run¬ 
ners-up spot with a 44-run win at 
lowly Bournemouth II. 

Lymington’s top three all made 
starts, but the nub of a 244-7 total 
was due to Joel Sutherland (67) and 
former Parley youngster Chris 
Jennings, who made 30 on debut. 

Jonny Coombs (51) propped up the 
Bournemouth reply, but only one 
result was ever likely as the Chapel 
gate side, a worrying second from 


bottom, gradually slipped to 200 all 
out. 

Bournemouth’s concerns at a 
potential second relegation - they 
won only once last season and fin¬ 
ished emphatically bottom of 
Premier Division 3 - were height¬ 
ened when St Cross Symondians III 
chased down Sarisbury Athletic’s 
260-6 at Allotment Road. 

Sarisbury’s total was based 
around Sam Floyd and Lewis 
Mitchard, who know a thing or two 
about big partnerships, having post¬ 
ed a double-century stand last year. 

Floyd, with a 14-boundary 84 not 
out, and Mitchard (80) prospered 
after Bermudian Trey Manders (44) 
had taken the score into treble fig¬ 
ures. 

St Cross didn’t look like winning at 
48-3, but Simon Culmer’s 43 got 
their run chase under way. 

It was the stand between Kelvin 
Lockwood (75) and 14-year-old 
Jonny Wahid (67) which swung the 
game in the St Cross direction - a 
four-wicket victory being achieved 
with four balls to spare. 

United Services, who made such a 
confident start to the soggy season, 
continued their downward spiral, 
losing by three wickets to 
Ellingham. 

US were dismissed for 163 - a total 
Ellingham eventually passed for the 
loss of seven wickets, with Sean 
Leadbetter’s 75 a definite match 
winner. 

New Milton’s revival was checked 
by a 102-run defeat at Hook & 
Newnham Basics, who secured only 


their second win. 

Former Fareham & Crofton cap¬ 
tain Kevin Light (73) underpinned 
Hook’s 212, while Colin Lye (4-24) 
and Glenn Williams (3-16) were 
mainly responsible for Milton’s dis¬ 
appointing 110-run response. 

Heavy overnight rain spared Ryde 
a wasted trip to Rowledge, while 
Ropley, whose season has barely got 
under way, saw a sixth match in 
nine weeks washed out. 

They were eagerly awaiting a first 
taste of Division 1 cricket this sea¬ 
son following last summer's promo¬ 
tion. 

“But it's been nothing but disas¬ 
trous, with one game after another 
washed out,” sighed Andrew 
Walker, Ropley’s frustrated captain. 

Their latest attempt to finish a 
match - when Locks Heath came 
visiting - ended in predictable fash¬ 
ion with soaking wet players run¬ 
ning for cover when the rains came 
down 15 overs into the contest. 

Ironically, Ropley have invested in 
a set of covers. 

“But they are not a lot of use when 
it pours with rain an hour into the 
game!” Walker groaned. 

The only positive Ropley can take 
from their rain ravaged campaign is 
that they’ve only lost once! 

“We’re sitting nicely in seventh 
place with a healthy 17 points per 
match average and if we win a few 
more games, we might have a 
bizarre chance of winning the 
league, but we’d much rather play 
some cricket than protect our aver¬ 
age while the rain falls,” he added. 


MORE CRICKET NEWS ONLINE: WWW.DAILYECHO.CO.UR 

























SATURDAY, JULY 12, 2014 


THE DAILY ECHO 


37 



Local Cricket Spotlight 


A close run 
thing for 
New Milton 

IT’S six of the best for 
New Milton, who 
remain undefeated and 
top of Southern Electric 
Premier League Division 
1 after a dramatic one- 
wicket win over Hook & 
Newnham Basics, their 
closest call so far. 
Chasing down Hook’s 
125, they reached 124- 
6 - but lost three wick¬ 
ets for one run before 
they got across the line 
in a bizarre finish! 

Those six straight 
wins have effectively 
given New Milton a 14- 
point lead over second 
placed Sarisbury 
Athletic, who ended 
Basingstoke & North 
Hants’ own six-match 
winning start at May’s 
Bounty. 

But with Sarisbury still 
to visit in two weeks 
time and Basingstoke & 
North Hants set to 
come to Fernhill on the 
final day of the season, 
there’s a strong likeli¬ 
hood the title race will 
go to the wire. 

It’s New Milton’s 
bowlers who have put 
the Fernhill outfit in 
such a good position. 

Three times already 
this season, Milton have 
bowled opposition 
sides out for under 100 
and only once (Hursley 
Park 129 all out) have 
Ryan Beck’s side con¬ 
ceded more than 125. 

No surprise then June 
Cricketer of the Month 
Nick Elliott, with 19 
wickets, is top of the 
Premier League wicket¬ 
taking charts, and both 
teenager George Watts 
and Nick Gargaro also 
feature. 

New Milton hosted 
Andover today. 


CUP COMP HOTTING UP 


THE countdown to a night under the 
Ageas Bowl floodlights in mid-August 
begins in earnest tomorrow, with the 
Southern Electric twenty20 Cup hav¬ 
ing reached its quarter-final stage. 

Tie of the round is arguably across the 
county border at Bemerton, where cup 
holders South Wilts entertain Basingstoke 
& North Hants. 

South Wilts will start favourites against 
the Bountymen, who are still raw and inex¬ 
perienced in the short-form game, but skip¬ 
per Tom Morton - on duty for Wiltshire in 
the MCCA Trophy - Owen Alsop and Ryan 
Burl, who featured in last season’s cup win¬ 
ning side, are all significant absentees. 

Leg spinner Jake Foley, who joined South 
Wilts a month ago from Colchester & East 
Essex, will be a distinct asset having taken 
four wickets in the last round win over the 
Academy. 

The three other ties have giant killing 
potential, with Hartley Wintney, Paultons 
and Tichborne Park all sniffing an upset. 

It’s hard to see Hartley Wintney getting 
past Lymington, but they skittled Andover 
for 71 last week and romped to a ten-wicket 
win. 

Jack Hersh and South African all-rounder 
Ari Karvelas are in top nick, but 
Lymington have the potentially explosive 
Darren Cowley fit again after hamstring 
trouble. 

On the flip side, of course, Cameron 
Grierson has broken his arm and may miss 
the remainder of the season. 

Paultons are raring to go as well. 

They’ve knocked out Portsmouth and 
Premier Division Ventnor so far, but 
Sarisbury Athletic - whom they visit at 
Alltoment Road - have a fine record in 


twenty20 cricket. 

They’ve been semi-finalists for the past 
two seasons and Dave Banks is desperate 
for his handy short-form side to make that 
August Ageas Bowl date. 

It takes a brave person to rule Havant out 
of winning any silverware, but if little 
Tichborne Park - the rank underdogs - fire 
on the day, then who knows? 

Southern Electric twenty20 Cup third round, 3pm: Lymington 
v Hartley Wintney, Sarisbury Athletic v Paultons, South Wilts v 
Basingstoke & North Hants, Tichborne Park v Havant. 

A NEW twenty20 Plate competition, for 
first round losers, makes its bow tomorrow 
afternoon, with 12 clubs chasing a semi¬ 
final slot at four separate venues across the 
area. 

Calmore Sports, Hook & Newnham 
Basics, New Milton and Waterlooville host 
double-headers, with the first ties getting 
underway at 12.30pm. 

The winners of the lunchtime ties play 
again at 4pm to determine the four semi¬ 
finalists. 

For the four host clubs it’s an opportunity 
to rake in some much needed revenue, 
recreational cricket having taken another 
pounding from the wet early season weath¬ 
er. 

At all four venues, barbecue and bar facil¬ 
ities are being laid on, with music accompa¬ 
nying the cricket throughout the day. 

Twenty20 cricket is always a lottery, but it 
will be surprising if Hook & Newnham 
Basics, New Milton, Portsmouth, and 
Totton & Eling don’t make the semi-finals 
on Sunday August 3. 

Tomorrow’s Plate competition quarter-final ties - Calmore Sports 
v Portsmouth & Southsea, winners v Totton & Eling. Sparsholt v St 
Cross Symondians, winners v Hook & Newnham Basics. Fawley v 
Langley Manor, Winners v New Milton. Liphook & Ripsley v 
Waterlooville, Winners v Portsmouth. 



MISSING: Tom Morton will sit out 
South Wilts’ t20 clash. 



Hampshire young guns 
are amongst the runs 


THREE promising Hampshire 
Academy starlets have been in 
the runs this week. 

Brad Taylor, with a maiden 102, 


RUN MACHINES: Brad Taylor 
and Andy Gorvin both made 
centuries for Hampshire seconds 
this week. 


and Andy Gorvin, who hit 126 not 
out, made hay as Hampshire sec¬ 
onds piled up a massive 366-8 in a 
rain abandoned 50-over affair 
against the Royal Navy at 
Burnaby Road. 

Meanwhile, Joe Weatherley 
toasted his first second XI centu¬ 
ry, making 123 against Middlesex 
II on the Ageas Bowl Nursery 
Ground. 


Cornish 
side are 
too good 

HAMBLEDON’S interest 
in the Davidstow 
Village Cup ended 
when they were beaten 
by 24 runs by Cornish 
champions Roche. 

The Cornish side were 
able to successfully 
defended 191-6. 
Hambledon were dis¬ 
missed for 167. 

Roche now host 
Parley’s conquerors 
Great & Little Tew, 
from Oxfordshire. 

In the other quarter¬ 
final ties, Elvaston host 
Milford Hall, 
Woodhouse Grange 
play Sessay, and Reed 
entertain either 
Crowhurst Park or 
Dinton. 

Shocks 
in store 
in semi? 

LONGPARISH and 
Ropley will be looking 
to spring the surprises 
in the Winchester & 
District CA twenty20 
Cup semi-finals on 
Monday evening, 6.15. 
In the Tichborne 
Trophy, underdogs 
Longparish visit 
Tichborne Park, while 
Hampshire League 
Ropley host Sparsholt. 
In the Igglesden 
Trophy, cup holders 
Bishop’s Waltham 
entertain Owslebury, 
while St Cross 
Symondians play the 
Willow Tree at the 
Green Jackets Ground. 
St Cross Symondians 
host both finals on 
Thursday July 31. 


COACH HOLIDAYS 


Daily Echo 



Newmarket 

Holidays 



Paris & the Prix de l’Arc de Triomphe 

Glitz and glamour in the ‘City of Light’ 

Departs 4 October 2014 

The Prix de I’Arc, Europe’s richest horse race, is a spectacle that just has to be seen and experienced! Once a year, as the 
Autumn colours begin to tinge the fabled Bois de Boulogne, the French capital plays host to an event that rivals any in the 
world for glitz and glamour, fun and excitement. As well as a day at the races, you’ll also have an evening in Paris to enjoy 
one of the world’s most exciting, glamorous and beautiful cities. 

Price includes 

• Return coach travel • Return Channel crossing by ferry/Eurotunnel «Two nights’ bed and continental breakfast 
accommodation in a three-star hotel in the Greater Paris area • Coach transfers to and from Longchamps racecourse 

• Admission to Longchamps • The services of a Tour Manager 


(§) www.newmarket.travel/ncs11826 (£) 0843 316 1124 quoting code NCS 


These holidays are organised & operated by Newmarket Promotions Ltd. ABTA V787X. Subject to availability. Single supplements apply. 
Calls cost 5p per minute. 


flABTA 
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ENTERPRISE 

ROOFING 

LTD 

We are approved contractors to University 
of Southampton and PFP. 


Enterprise Roofing Ltd. are a family run business 
with over 30 years’ experience in all aspects of 
roofing. Taking pride in our work is first and foremost 
in each and every project. 

We realise having your roof replaced can be intrusive 
so we try and make our stay as smooth as 
possible, keeping both residential and commercial 
customers up to date with progress. 

Keeping the site safe and clean is a priority. 

We endeavour to keep to the work schedule 
set out and aim to achieve our targets, even 
with the British weather! 

Our operatives are all health and safety trained and 
we are CHAS Accredited (Construction Health and 
Safety) and supported with 10 to 25 year insurance 
backed guarantees plus £10 million 
Public and Employers insurance. 


WE SPECIALISE IN RE-ROOFING 
DOMESTIC PROPERTIES 
CHIMNEY RE-BUILDS AND 
CAVITY LEAD TRAYS INSTALLED 

Redbridge Business Park, Old Redbridge Road, 
Southampton, S015 OAN 

Tel: 023 8051 1123 | 023 8066 8808 

Mob: 07872147884 

email: martin@enterprise-roofing.co.uk 
www.enterprise-roofing.co.uk 


29th, 30th £t 31st July 

New Park, Brockenhurst 

newforestshow.co.uk 


FOREST* 

HAMPSHIRE COUNTY 

SHOW 



ORDERING YOUR 
PHOTO IS EASY 


At dailyecho.co.uk/photosales. 
Customise your print when you 
order online. 


Post: Completed order form 

to one of our Daily Echo offices 


Test Lane, Redbridge, SOI 6 9JX 
5 Upper Brook Street, Winchester, S023 8AL 


Order your apcuij-u^ov n 

Photograph 


Get your own high quality prints of any photo^ 
you have seen in the Daily Echo delivered 
straight to your door. Go to dailyecho.co.uk/ 
photosales to order your prints now. 

Fantastic novelty items are also available including 
calendars, framed prints, mugs and canvas prints. 
These can all be ordered at: 

dailyecho.co.uk/photosales. 

Customise your print when you order online. 

* Only pictures taken by Daily Echo photographers are for sale. 




Photo order form 


Date of paper.page no. .. 

Ref Number (found under photo). 


Prints Quantity 

7x5 £11.20 . 

8x6 £12.20 . 

10x8 £12.20 . 

12x8 £14.15 . 


Gifts Quantity 

3 Keyrings (sm) £9.45 . 

Mousemat £14.00 . 

Mug £12.95 . 


Visit dailyecho.co.uk/photosales for more ideas. 

Prices include p&p and VAT. Larger sizes are available on request. 

I enclose £......... 

Name... 

Address. 

. Postcode. 

Tel No. Email. 

Please make your cheques payable to NEWSQUEST (Southern). Only pictures taken by 
Daily Echo photographers are for sale. 
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ANY COL U , ANY DESIGN 


WINDOWS LT@ 

0800 652 4576 

07838361455 

Mobile: Evening and weekends 

Ifensa o Checkatrade.i 

Where reoutation r 


9.8 


com 

Where reputation matters 


www.gswindows.co.uk 


NEW PEUGEOT 208 STYLE 
AMAZING SPEC AMAZING VALUE 


- Panoramic glass roof 

- Rear parking aid 
' Alloy Wheels 

* Satellite Navigation 

- DAB digital radio 
' Cruise control 


NEW PEUGEOT 208 STYLE 
£169 PER MONTH 
on Passport Personal Lease 

NEW PEUGEOT 208 STYLE - SPECIAL EDITION 

Style is about having everything in just the right place. And the new Peugeot 208 Style is loaded with smart 
features to give you a flawless profile and effortless ride. From the Cielo panoramic glass roof to the tinted rear 
windows and leather steering wheeL, this special edition looks great from every angle. Ask us for a test drive. 

MOTION & EMOTION PEUGEOT 

GATES PEUGEOT 

Sway Road, Brocken hurst, S042 7SH 

01590 623 344 www.gatespeugeot.com 

Official Fuel Consumption in MPG (1/100km) and C02 emissions (g/km)forthe 208 Style Range are: Urban 51.4 - 67.3 (5.5 - 4.2), Extra Urban 72.4 - 85.6 (3.9 - 3.3), Combined 62.8 - 78.5 (4.5 - 
3.6) and C02 104-95 (g/km). MPG figures are achieved under officiol EU test conditions, intended os a guide for comparative purposes only, ond may not reflect octuol on-the-rood driving conditions. Model shown is a 208 Style 
1.2 VTi 82 puretech with metallic paint 3 door. Terms ond conditions apply, participating dealers only orvisitwww.peugeot.co.uk To finance your (lease/purchase) we may introduce you too limited number of lenders #Passport Personal 
Lease: A guarantee may be required. Over 18‘s only. Written quotations ovoiloble on request from Peugeot Financial Services, Quadrant House, Princess Way, Redhill RH1 1QA. 208 Style 1.2 VTi 82 Puretech with metallic paint 3 door, 
customer initial payment £2,663, £500 Peugeot initial payment contribution, optional final payment £5,092. 46 monthly payments poyable. If you choose to pay the optional final payment, you can pay on annual payment equivalent to 
one of your monthly payments but will not own the car. Excess mileage charges may apply. Ownership is possible with Passport - ask us for details. Offer available on cars ordered by 30th June 2014. Calls may be recorded for training 
purposes. Information correct at time of going to press. 



Torbay & the English Riviera 5 ^ - 


LIMITED OFFER 


Mon 1 to Fri 5 Sep 

Your break includes: 4 nights dinner, bed & breakfast at 
the Sefton Hotel, Babbacombe • Entertainment most nights 

• Excursions to Dawlish, Teignmouth, Brixham & Dartmouth J. 

• Optional excursion to the Eden Project (£i5pp) • Same 
coach return from Southampton & Eastleigh 


Days 

kvas 

£ 2 &$- 99 ~ 

A/oi* an . 

'"credible 

■99 


£179 


or Request your FREE brochure today! 

Terms apply, Tour ref: 101 A 02 , Quote: Late Deal 


C 08432 244 239 justgoholidays.com 



Looking for news 
from your area? 

dailyecho.co.uk/ y. 

Southampton 

Daily Echo 

I/ dailyecho.co.uk 


Unlock the potenti^ft 
in your proper 

If you have a 4* or 5*^ 
property we can provide: ^ ^ 


in your property 

If you have a 4* or 5*^ 

property we can provide: 

• Personal, friendly service pf f 

• Multi-£million marketing . 

campaigns t/i k 4 

• Free photography, free $ 

copy writing and free £ > ^3 

grading to tourist board# yMf A 
standards (UK only) w jr 


• Free additional listing onjj 
our popular sister website 
www.cottages4you.co.uk 


teas; 

Uss, 


Call our Property Recruitment team on 

0845 268 0674 

Email letmycottage@wynvr.co.uk 
or visit www.letmycottage.co.uk 

j^ountry pottages 

‘Offer open until 31/07/14, within selected regions and subject to property 
size and location. 



COACH HOLIDAYS 
LOCAL DEPARTURES 


24 Jul: The Cotswolds & Downton Abbey 4 day.. 

24 Jul: Tatton Park Flower Show 3 day..£215 

27 Jul: Jersey by Sea 8 day_£552 

27 Jul & Aug 17: Disneyland Paris 4 day From.£269 

27 Jul: Eastbourne & The Bluebell Railway 5 day.£349 

29 Jul: Swiss Mountains & Bernina Express 8 day.£729 

31 Jul: London at Leisure 5 day.£199 

03 & 10 Aug : Edinburgh Tattoo 4 day.£349 

03 Aug : Cumbria & Hadrian’s Wall 6 day..£399 

03 Aug: Blackpool & The Lakes 6 day- £329 

03 Aug : The Charms of Chester 5 day.£369 

03 Aug : Manchester & The Anderton Boat Lift 5 day.£325 

03 Aug : The Somme 5 day.£439 


04 Aug : Harrogate, York & Bronte 5 day.£294 

04 Aug : Ironbridge & The Black Country 5 day..£359 

04 Aug : Variety Break 5 day.. 


...£349 

....£211 

...£259 


04 Aug : Great Yarmouth & The Broads 5 day. 

08 Aug : Ostend Breakaway 4 day. 

10 Aug : The Heart of Wales & Brecon 6 day.£389 

10 Aug : Cotswolds & The Wye Valley 5 day.£339 

10 Aug : Windsor Castle & Buckingham Palace 2 day.£145 

10 Aug : The Moselle Valley 7 day_£449 

11 Aug : Ludlow & The Shropshire Hills 5 day.£369 

11 Aug : Warners Norton Grange 5 day.£359 

16 Aug : Austria - The Tyrol & Bavaria 10 day.£719 

16 Aug : Jersey by Air from Southampton 8 day.£556 

17 Aug : Derbyshire Singles Break 5 day.£335 

17 Aug : Reims & Champagne 5 day_£439 


Contact us now for further details 
and for your free brochure with 
our full range of tours. 

Tel (023) 80408223 

E-mail: bookings@angelaholidays.co.uk 
Web: www.angelaholidays.co.uk 


OK, so we're better 
at removing bad ads 
than making good ones. 


The Advertising Standards Authority 

Telephone 020 7492 2222 www.asa.org.uk 




ASA 


Keeping advertising 
standards high 


TRAVEL OFFERS 


(/} 

O 

c 

0 

> 

CD 


(0 

o 


® s 
TJ % 
O 3 

« Z 

O) 8S 

I i 
& 5 


■H -k 5 

■ M c\i 

■M CM g 

0 £ i 

i- 1 

(5 £ i 

E « 1 

£ CO 1 

0 00 § 

c o i 


i 

o 

£ 1/1 Si 
>>8 
> O £ 

>2 * 

zii 

gpp 


BOX OFFICE 

Travel 

Offer 



The Eagles 
in Concert 

Performing 
‘History of the 
Eagles’! 

At the 02 Arena, 
London -16 June 
2014 

The Eagles, standard- 
bearers of West Coast 
‘country-rock’ are to 
perform many of their 
greatest hits minutely 
chronicled in the recent 
acclaimed History of the 
Eagles documentary. 

(£ newmarket. 
travel/ncs18578 

(£0843 316 
1124 

quoting code NCS 

Newmarket 

Holidays 

Newmarket Promotions 
Ltd. ABTA V787X. Subject 
to availability. Single 
supplement applies. Calls 
cost 4p per minute. 

#ABTA 
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STAR SIGNING: Warren 
Bentley was one of a number 
of players who joined 


WINCHESTER co-bosses Danny 
Robinson and Tim Cole won’t rule 
out making anymore signings but 
would be content if there were no 
more new arrivals at the Denplan 
City Ground. 

The managerial duo have made a 
considerable number of signings fol¬ 
lowing their arrival at City alongside 
director of football Dave Malone, 
including eleven players from their 
former club Alresford. 

And, following two pre-season 
friendly matches this week against 
Conference South opponents Sutton 
United and Basingstoke Town, the 
pair have concluded that they would 
be happy to utilise the squad they’ve 
got in the Sydenhams Premier 
Division next season, without making 
further additions. 

“We’re very happy with the team 
that we’ve put together,” said 
Robinson. 

“We’ve got a good group together and 
I thought they played brilliantly 
against opponents of a higher stan¬ 
dard in out pre-season friendlies so 
far. 

“There’s a good body of players now 


and we’d be happy if we went into the 
season with this squad. 

“We’ll never rule out any more sign¬ 
ings. 

“But if no new ones happen we are 
happy with what we have at the 
moment.” 

Among the long list of players that 
have joined Winch are Wantage 
Town’s promotion-winning skipper 
Mark James and winger/attacking 
midfielder Geoff Dunn, who made 28 
appearances for Lymington Town last 
term. 

Warren Bentley, Zach Glasspool and 
goalkeeper Jason Collins were among 
the high-profiles transfers from 
Alresford. 

The rest of Magpies’ exodus to 
Winchester included Joe Wright, Luke 
Dempsey, Mike McEnery, Dominic 
Cope, Stuart Green, Chris Manning, 
Andy Mott and Lee Wood, all of 
whom played key roles in 
helping Alresford to 
league runners-up spot ' / 
last season and also to 
success in the 
Sydenhams 
League/North Hants 
Senior /Aldershot 
Senior cups. 


Adie after 

hitman’s 

signature 

CHRISTCHURCH manager 
Adie Arnold hopes posses¬ 
sion will prove nine tenths 
of the law in the race for 
protege Jack Lovell’s signa¬ 
ture. 

Sought-after striker Lovell, 
Verwood Town’s top scorer 
with 11 league goals last 
season, has been the sub¬ 
ject of a three-way tussle 
between Priory, Potters and 
Hamworthy United over the 
summer. 

Verwood boss Carl Poore 
had been optimistic over 
his chances of retaining the 
marksman, but Lovell has 
started pre-season with 
Christchurch and lined up 
in their opening warm-up 
match - a 2-1 defeat at 
Bashley - last Friday. 
Midfield trio Nathan Saxby, 
Ross Hampton-Brown and 
Brad Hill have all followed 
Arnold - who quit 
Verwood in 
March - 
across to 
Hurn 
Bridge 
with 
positive 
signs 
that 

Lovell will 
complete the 
quartet. 

Arnold, pictured above, 
said: “Jack knows how 
much I rate him because I 
gave him his chance at this 
level. 

“He is raw but a real talent 
and we hope to get him in 
and develop him even fur¬ 
ther. 

“We think he can benefit 
from playing alongside the 
likes of Gareth Barnes and 
learn about the other side 
of the game, holding up the 
ball and bringing people 
into play which is important 
for his all-round game. 

“He has to make his own 
decision and make it rea¬ 
sonably quickly but he 
knows how keen we are to 
get him and I’m hopeful he 
will sign.” 

On his triple midfield 
swoop, Arnold added: “I 
think the best of the young¬ 
sters have come over with 
us and things are clicking 
into place quite nicely.” 




SSN 0969-563X 


9 770969 563069 



P 55p ISSN 0969-563X 


Published by Newsquest Media (Southern) 
Ltd, and printed at Newsquest (Southern) Ltd, 
from its offices at Newspaper House, Test 
Lane, Redbridge, Southampton, SOI 6 9JX. 
Telephone: 023 8042 4800. Registered at the 
Post Office as a newspaper. 122nd year. 

No. 37449 
























































































































































































